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Football Recruiting: 


fnlls 


There Won't Be Many Surprises 


by Andrew Bone 


Tide has large number 
committed as Signing Day 
is fast approaching 


Christmas, with surprise packages re- 

vealed by your favorite college football 
team. The anticipation level has been lowered 
at Alabama this year. Fully two weeks before 
the Wednesday, February 2, day when high 
school and junior college prospects can sign 
scholarships, the Crimson Tide staff of Coach 
Mike Shula had gone past the limit of 25 who 
may be added to the squad in August. 

So now the questions become what will be 
the final number of signees; which players will 
enter The University and be scholarshipped 
members of the 2005 team; which (if any) will 
not be eligible, perhaps headed to junior col- 
lege or prep school; and which (again, if any) 
will be “grayshirts,” players who delay entry 
for a year and are signed again in 2006. And 
there is even the possibility of a “signed” play- 
er or players joining the team without benefit 
of football scholarship, either as a walk-on or 
on another grant. 

Nothing is final until the scholarship papers 
are signed and faxed back to the athletics offices 
on February 2. But historically, those who com- 
mit remain firm in those pledges to sign. And 
from the commitments, an early judgment can 
be made on Bama’s haul. Going into the final 
week of January, Scout.com ranked Bama’ class 
12th in the nation. Late additions at a couple of 
positions would boost the ratings. 

It may be that no team could have prepared 
for the injury-onslaught that hit Alabama in 
2004. Rare is the squad that would have a back- 
up quarterback as good as Brodie Croyle, a 
back-up halfback as good as Ray Hudson and 
Kenneth Darby, a back-up fullback as good as 
the versatile Tim Castille. But those injuries 
were proof positive that Alabama must contin- 
ue to work in recruiting to get the numbers 
back up. 

It is more than just numbers, of course. There 
must be quality as well as quantity. And it ap- 
pears that Coach Mike Shula and his staff have 
filled most of the needs of this recruiting class. 
Here's a look at the situation at each position 
some 10 days before Signing Day. 


ith all three scholarshipped quarter- 
Wie suffering injuries in 2004, that 
most important position on the foot- 
ball field was particularly important in this re- 
cruiting class. The Crimson Tide coaching staff 
knew it would have John Parker Wilson, who 


had signed in 2004 but delayed full-time entry 


igning Day once upon a time was akin to 
g Vay Pp 
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Charles Hoke 


to The University in order to start his eligibility 
clock in 2005. 

The early thinking in the Bama camp seemed 
to be that one more quarterback should be 
added, and the Tide went out and got one of the 
nation’s best. Jimmy Barnes of Los Alamitos 
High in California was an early commitment to 
Alabama. And Tide fans got a chance to see 
Barnes, a four-star prospect by Scout.com, in 
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl from San 
Antonio in January. Although he was on the 
same team with the nation’s two most-heralded 
prep quarterbacks, Mark Sanchez and Ryan 
Perrilloux, the 6-4, 225-pound Barnes was at 
least as impressive as those two both in prac- 
tices and in the game. 

And then came a surprise. Jimmy Johns, 6-2, 
225, of Brookhaven (Mississippi) High School, 
his state's Mr. Football and a three-star prospect, 
made a visit to Tuscaloosa and also committed 
to the Tide. He passed for over 2,400 yards and 
rushed for another 1,200. Although some have 
said he is an outstanding athlete who might end 
up at another position, his first chance will be at 
quarterback. 


unning back was hit as hard as quarter- 
Re« by the 2004 injury bug. It is be- 

ieved that Alabama would take as many 
as four at this position, and three had commit- 
ted before the end of January. 

The first to announce was Ali Sharrief, 5-10, 
205, from North Jackson High School in 
Stevenson. Sharrief had originally committed to 
Auburn, but the Tigers were looking at him to 
play defense. It is not out of the question for 
Sharrief to play defense (he was district defen- 
sive MVP) for the Crimson Tide, but the power 
runner will get his first shot at running back. 

Alabama reached into Florida for two out- 
standing running backs. Glen Coffee, 6-1, 205, 
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is from Fort Walton Beach. He is considered a 
finesse back who is also an excellent receiver. 

Almost everyone was taken by surprise when 
Alabama landed Mike Ford, 6-2, 205, from 
Sarasota. He had been expected to visit South 
Carolina before making a decision, but the 5A 
Back of the Year and leading rusher in Florida 
elected to go with Alabama. Ford earned the 
designation of a prospect who had “slipped 
under the radar” because of questions a year 
ago about his academic situation, but he has re- 
portedly taken care of classroom business. 

At least one prospect has reported that Coach 
Sparky Woods told him that Bama would take 
yet another runner. Those in the mix are: 

Roy Upchurch, 6-0, 195, from Godby High 
School in Tallahassee, is considered a strong 
Alabama lean. It was believed Upchurch would 
make a commitment to Alabama during his offi- 
cial visit January 7, but he wants to visit 
Arkansas and hometown FSU. Arkansas may be 
too far from home, and the Seminoles may be 
too close to home. 

A surprise visitor in Tuscaloosa in January 
was James Davis. Davis is 6-0, 205, from 
Douglass High School in Atlanta. Davis is a 
four-star recruit by Scout.com, and_ one of the 
top running backs on Alabama’s board. He 
made a soft verbal commitment to Clemson. 

The last running back Alabama continues to 
recruit is Mikell Simpson, 6-1, 195, from 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Simpson visited 
Florida and now considers Alabama, Virginia 
and Florida equal. The four-star back will in- 
form the coaches of his decision, but will not 
announce publicly until Signing Day. 


he one position Alabama might have con- 

| sidered not signing this year is wide re- 

ceiver. That's primarily because that need 

was addressed so successfully with the 2004 re- 

cruiting class. But Bama isn’t turning down 
good players regardless of position. 

In mid-January one of the top receivers in 
Georgia announced for the Crimson Tide. 

Nick Kyles, 6-2, 185, from Baldwin High in 
Milledgeville, had visited Alabama in December 
and seemed close to committing. But he was 
still receiving attention from the likes of 
Georgia and Auburn. Additionally, his twin 
brother, Jarvis, a defensive back, was being re- 
cruited by some schools. After Jarvis elected to 
go with Coach Sylvester Croom at Mississippi 
State, Nick selected Bama. 

That doesn’t mean Bama wouldn't take anoth- 
er wide receiver if the right one came along. 
And the right one is interested. 

Fred Rouse, 6-3, 195, from Lincoln High 
School in Tallahassee, is the number one 
ranked prospect in the country by Scout.com. 
Rouse was one of the starting wide receivers in 
this year’s U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 

Rouse has had nothing but good to say about 
Shula, Bama’s assistant coaches and players, the 
Tide tradition, Alabama fans, Tuscaloosa, and 
the facilities which, he said, “got my attention.” 
That might not be enough to pull him out of 
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state (hometown FSU or, lately, Miami), or 
from Texas, although late word had it that 
Rouse had decided to not visit the Longhorns. 
Just the fact a player of Rouse’s caliber has 
Alabama in his final few is proof of the job the 
Crimson Tide recruiting staff is doing. 


ment going into the last week in January it 

would probably be tight end. Bama is be- 
lieved to have wanted to sign as many as three 
tight ends, another Tide position hit by injury. 
But the two highest-rated tight ends in 
Alabama chose Auburn. Gabe McKenzie of 
Mobile was never interested in the Tide, while 
Tommy Trott-whose father played for 
Auburn-admitted he had a hard time turning 
down the Tide. 

That doesn't mean Bama came up empty. 
The Tide received a commitment from one of 
the south’s top tight ends in Charles Hoke, 6- 
6, 240, from Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham. The three-star prospect chose 
Alabama over Auburn, Vanderbilt, and 
Georgia Tech, 

And Alabama still has a chance at one more. 
This fall, an outstanding tight end prospect 
emerged from Bolles School in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Colin Peek is 6-6, 250, and a three- 
star prospect with great hands and great block- 
ing ability. Peek punished the opposition and 
knows how to get open on a pass route. Peek’s 
father played for the Florida Gators, and his 
grandfather for the Crimson Tide, and he is 


I: there is an area of recruiting disappoint- 


Bama-Tennesse 
Rivalry Always Big 
~ 


@ Surprise visitor in 
Tuscaloose 


Moment-By-Moment 

Signing Day is February 2 and the experts 
of "BAMA magazine and BamaMag.com and 
Scout.com will be on the scene at Bama’s 
athletics offices and at schools around the 
nation to give up-to-the-minute signing in- 
formation at http://www.BamaMag.com 


deciding between Alabama, Duke, and Georgia 
Tech. 


labama is not expected to take anymore 

offensive lineman because the Tide has 

eceived verbal commitments from six 
lineman. 

Michael Johnson, 6-5, 260, from Pine Forest 
High School in Pensacola, Florida, may be the 
steal of this year's class. Johnson has all the 
tools to be an All-SEC type performer, as well 
as Marlon Davis, 6-3, 305, from Carver High 
School in Columbus, Georgia. The Tide also 
has commitments from Evan Cardwell, 6-2, 
290, from Brooks in Killen; Cole Harvey, 6-2, 
250, from Lincoln High School in Tallahassee, 
Florida; Scott Deaton, 6-5, 260, from Oak 
Mountain in Birmingham, and Drew Davis, 6- 
6, 270, from Sparta Academy. Davis was a 
grayshirt last season. Davis will participate in 
spring practice. 


nother defensive lineman added to this 
group and Coach Shula will have met 

r surpassed the needs and expectations 

for the class of 2005. The one disappointment 
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on this front was that Bama couldn't persuade 
Athens lineman Wes Brown to stay home. 
Brown is going to Tennessee. It appears Bama 
also lost Antonio Coleman of Mobile to 
Auburn. 

But Alabama has done very well in recruiting 
defensive linemen and in late January still had 
a couple of very high-profile prospects. 

Already in the fold are Lorenzo Washington, 
6-5, 250, and Brandon Fanney, 6-5, 260, of 
Hargrave Academy in Virginia. They signed 
with the Tide last year, but are spending the 
year at Hargrave to bring up academic stand- 
ing. (Meanwhile, they have become even bet- 
ter football prospects.) 

Alabama also has commitments from Byron 
Walton, 6-3, 300, from West Morgan High 
School in Trinity; Baron Huber, 6-4, 245, from 
Powell, Tennessee; Antonio Forbes, 6-4, 265, 
from Meadowcreek High in Norcross, Georgia; 
and Brandon Deaderick, 6-4, 240, from 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky. 

So what more could Bama want? Well, the 
Tide is still involved with Bobby Greenwood, 
6-6, 240, from Prattville, who is reportedly 
down to Alabama and Florida State, although 
Auburn was trying to get in on him late, and 
Doug Worthington, 6-7, 260, from St. Francis 
High in Athol Springs, New York, rated the 
third best defensive end in the nation by 
Scout.com. Worthington committed to Ohio 
State, but has been rethinking that commit- 
ment based on reports of considerable NCAA 
problems in the Buckeyes’ program. 
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Although Alabama’s secondary returns in- 
tact next year, three of those starters will be 
seniors, and it’s not too early to re-stock. 
And Bama has done so very well, a recruit- 
ing class of defensive backs rated among the 
best in the nation. 

The top two are both men who moved 
from their home states and also cancelled 
commitments to LSU. They are Chris Keys, 
6-2, 205, who moved from Louisiana to 
Alabama as a senior, and Clarence Ward, 5- 
11, 175, who moved from Texas to Pensa- 
cola, Florida. Both committed to the Tide in 
December. Keys said he was firmly 
committed and passed up a recruiting trip to 
LSU. Ward said he was still committed, but 
said he would make a late recruiting trip to 
Florida State with some of his Pensacola 
teammates. 

Additionally, former Maryland commitment 
Chris Rogers, 6-0, 175, of Lakeland, Florida, 
visited Bama and changed his commitment to 
the Tide. 

In state, the Tide received a commitment 
from Cory Reamer, 6-3, 190, of Hoover, who 
dominated defensively in the state 6A champi- 
onship game. He was named MVP alter he 
blocked two punts and made a key intercep- 
tion in the playoffs. Also from within Alabama, 
the Tide will sign Michael Ricks 6-2, 190, from 
R.A. Hubbard High School, and Sam Burnthall 
6-2, 195, from Decatur High School. 

Finally, Bama landed Lionel Mitchell 6-2, 
195, from Hargrave Academy. Mitchell en- 
rolled in January and will participate in spring 
practice. 


uch like the secondary, there is not an 
Mins need to add linebackers, 

but there are several top Tiders who 
will soon be graduated. The tide has added 
two out-of-state commitments. 

They are Prince Hall, 6-0, 240, from Moreno 
Valley, California, and Zach Schreiber, 6-2, 
220, from Evangel Christian in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

Hall played both ways, rushing for 1,050 
yards and scoring 12 touchdowns and twming 
in 142 tackles, four interceptions, and two 
forced fumbles. Schreiber broke the school and 
state record for sacks in a season with 26. The 
three-star linebacker prospect (a defensive end 
in high school) had 99 tackles his senior sea- 
son, with an incredible 50 tackles for loss. 


ama is not expected to sign a kicker, but 
at least one top place-kicker has an- 


nounced he will walk on with the 
Crimson Tide. And a high-profile punter is 
also looking at Bama. 

Andrew Friedman had a scholarship offer to 
West Virginia, but the 6-1, 180-pounder from 
UMS Wright in Mobile said he was turning it 
down to walk on at Alabama. As a senior he 
had 66 touchbacks on kickoffs, made 53 extra 
points, and four field goals. In kicking camps 
he was winner of last year’s Ray Guy Camp as 
he hit 10-13 field goals with a long of 46 and 
was 6-7 from 40 yards out. 

Rob Park of Memphis University School was 
an outstanding quarterback and punter, who is 
considering walking on as a punter. 
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#John Parker Wilson 
Doug Worthington 


Name Pos 
*Jimmy Barnes QB 
Roderick Battle DE 
Kerry Bonds DE 
*Sam Burnthall DB 
*Evan Cardwell OT 
Antonio Clay OLB 
*Glen Coffee RB 
Antonio Coleman DE 
#Drew Davis OL 
ames Davis RB 
*Marlon Davis OT 
*Brandon Deaderick DE 
*Scott Deaton OT 
Guesly Dervil CB 
Bryan Evans CB 
#Brandon Fanney DT 
*Antonio Forbes DL 
*Mike Ford RB 
+Andrew Friedman K 
Bobby Greenwood DE 
Brent Gritton LB 
*Prince Hall LB 
*Cole Harvey OL 
Tyler Haynes OL 
*Charles Hoke TE 
*Barron Huber DE 
Desmond Jennings = WR 
*Jimmy Johns QB 
*Michael Johnson OL 
*Chris Keys S 
*Nick Kyles WR 
errell Mabry DT 
#Travis McCall DE 
*Lionel Mitchell CB 
O.J. Murdock WR 
Rob Park P 
Colin Peek TE 
*Cory Reamer DB 
*Michael Ricks DB 
*Chris Rogers CB 
Fred Rouse WR 
*Zach Schreiber LB 
*Ali Sharrief RB-LB 
Travis Sikes WR 
Mikell Simpson RB 
Quentin Taylor LB 
Roy Upchurch RB 
*Byron Walton DT 
*Clarence Ward S 
#Lorenzo Washington DT 
Quinton Wesley DE 
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2005 Alabama Football Prospects 


Here is a list of high school senior prospects from Alabama and also from outside 
the state who have been linked with Alabama. It should be stressed that this is not 
Alabama's official recruiting list. This is based on recruiting reports done by the ex- 
perts at BAMA magazine and BamaMag.com, including Andrew Bone, Scott Kennedy, 
and Jamie Newberg. Signing Day is February 2 *Committed to Alabama #Previously 
signed with Alabama and expected to re-sign in February. +Will walk on at Alabama 
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Hometown (School) 

Los Alamitos, Calif. 

Atlanta, Ga. (Douglass) 
Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 

Decatur 

Killen (Brooks) 

Jeffersonville, Ga. (Twiggs County) 
Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. 

Mobile (Williamson) 

Evergreen (Sparta Academy) 
Auanta, Ga. (Douglass) 

Columbus, Ga. 

Elizabethtown, Ky. 

Oak Mountain 

Jacksonville, Fla. (Edward H. White) 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Edward H. White) 
Morristown, Tenn. (Hargrave) 
Norcross, Ga. (Meadowcreek) 
Sarasota, Fla. 

Mobile (UMS Wright) 

Prattville 

Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 
Moreno Valley, Calif. 

Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
Birmingham (Vestavia Hills) 
Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
Powell, Tenn. 

Pinson (Pinson Valley) 
Brookhaven, Miss. 

Pensacola, Fla. (Pine Forest) 
Stevenson (North Jackson) 
Milledgeville, Ga. (Baldwin) 
Columbus, Ga. (Shaw) 

Prattville 

Stone Mountain, Ga. (Hargrave) 
Tampa, Fla. (Middleton) 

Memphis (Tenn.) University School 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Bolles) 

Hoover 

Courtland 

Lakeland, Fla. (Evangel Christian) 
Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
Shreveport, La. (Evangel Christian) 
Stevenson (North Jackson) 
Nashville, Tenn. (Christ Presbyterian) 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Apopka, Fla. 

Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 
Trinity (West Morgan) 
Pensacola, Fla. 

Loganville, Ga. (Hargrave) 
Atlanta, Ga. (Crim) 
Birmingham (Hoover) 

Athol Springs, N.Y. (St. Francis) 


Athletics Facilities Update: 


A Whole Lot Of Building Going On 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Tide back on top in nation 
in facilities for athletes 


Ta is plenty of work going on in 
Alabama athletics facilities, and the 
early reviews have been fabulous. 
Facilities are for players, and prospects have 
been ecstatic about what they see in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Three major capital projects are underway 
simultaneously and in different phases: the 
Bryant Hall Academic Center, Coleman 
Coliseum expansion and renovation, and 
the north end zone renovation and expan- 
sion project at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

The work at Bryant-Denny began in late 
December with site preparation under the 
supervision of contract manager Brice 
Building of Birmingham. A large area sur- 
rounding the stadium is currently fenced 
off. The fencing blocks most of Stadium 
Drive and closed some small parking lots. 

“We lost quite a lot of parking, but when 
the games are played it will be arranged so 
the people can still enter on that end,” 
Alabama Director of Athletics Mal Moore 
said. Moore added that seating inside 
Bryant-Denny for 2005 would not be affect- 
ed. The work space needed inside the stadi- 
um will begin after the 2005 home schedule 
is completed, he said. 

The upper deck will not be connected to 
the east and west upper decks, as had been 
originally hoped. To do so would have 
forced the removal of the ramps at an exor- 
bitant cost and some seats then would have 
had an obstructed view. Forcing an enclo- 
sure would not add to the look of the stadi- 
um, Moore said. 

Plans for the expansion of the north end 
zone call for an upper deck that seats ap- 
proximately 7,000 fans. Like the existing 
west side upper deck, the seats are planned 
to have chairbacks and arm rests, and an 
overhead canopy. Below the 7,000-seat sec- 
tion will be two levels of skyboxes, 19 per 
level. Plans call for 15-, 16- and 20-seat sky- 
boxes. (There are no concerns about mar- 
keting. Some 400 have inquired about sky- 
box availability.) 

Below the skybox level and covering three 
stories will be new club-level seating. The 
club level seating will be outside, but mem- 
bers will be able to go inside to a 20,000 
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square foot club lounge, which will be 
stocked with amenities. The club lounge 
will have a double purpose, however, serv- 
ing as a banquet hall area that would seat 
close to 900 people on the floor in a banquet 
configuration. 

“It just kind of makes sense,” Moore said 
of having the area. “The University doesn’t 
have a place quite like it. The basketball 
floor is used for a lot of these events. We can 
still use that, but this will be very nice. It 
can be used year-round and for all different 
types of events.” 

Below the club seating underneath the sta- 
dium several offices will be built to accom- 
modate future athletic department growth. 
There will also be a media suite and ticket 
windows in this level. And finally, the field 
level will contain a new locker room for the 
home team. This area will resemble the ex- 
isting locker rooms at the football complex, 
seen as the setting for Mike Shula’s coaches 
show each week. 

The total capacity when the north end 
zone expansion is complete in August 2006 
will be approximately 92,000, which will 
put Alabama in the upper reaches of college 
stadiums, The revenue generated by the new 
expansion is projected at $4.2 million per 
year. 

Bidding for the remaining phases of 
Bryant-Denny construction will be in April. 


ryant-Denny Stadium expansion will 
Be a round of building that has shot 

Alabama back to the top in terms of 
facilities, adding to the completely over- 
hauled football complex, that opened last 
August doubled in size. The complex sports 
an expansive weight room used by all sports, 
a football locker room with ventilation fans 
in each locker, an equipment room with 
maximized space use due to electronically 
wired movable shelves, and a training facili- 
ty which includes a rehabilitation pool and 
doubled in size from the old one. 

Upstairs in the same building are newly 
renovated offices, one side for athletics ad- 
ministration and the other for football 
coaches offices, meeting rooms, players’ 
lounge and a recruiting area. Dividing these 
two areas is Alabama's Hall of Champions, a 
fantastic area able to stock Bama’s 12 
National Championship and 21 
Southeastern Conference Championship tro- 
phies alongside unmatched bowl history and 
scores of All-Americas Hall of Fame hon- 
orees. 

“Five months ago when | walked through 
there was the first time I had seen all 12 of 
our national championship trophies,” Moore 
said, “The point is that in this day and time 


www.BamaMag.com 


we have to do a better job promoting 
Alabama and promoting our history. That is 
what we're trying to accomplish right now.” 

Nearly every football prospect considering 
attending Alabama has been impressed by 
these new facilities and some were amazed 
by the history on display at the Hall of 
Champions. 


ortunately, major construction to 
Fcsens Coliseum has resulted in 

only minor inconvenience for events 
at the venue, and the Alabama men’s and 
women’s basketball teams as well as the 
gymnastics team are continuing to host 
events at the coliseum. Parking at the colise- 
um has been limited, but the contractors 
who won the bid had the understanding that 
the work site had to be cleaned and passable 
each time an event is held at the coliseum. 
During this time, they have also had to work 
around the utilities that service the colise- 
um. 

“It has been a challenge but they under- 
stood that when they took the job,” Moore 
said. “They understood that we have basket- 
ball games and gymnastics meets that they 
have to work around.” 

The initial site work has passed the 
halfway point. Gymnastics will host an 
NCAA Regional on April 9, and after that 
workers will begin on the inside of the 
building. The concourse of Coleman 
Coliseum will be widened, leaving addition- 
al walk room as well as room for concession 
stands that will be equipped to offer a 
greater variety food choices. The lobby to 
the coliseum will have a more open look 
into the coliseum and the ticket office and 
Tide Pride operations will have a more user- 
friendly locale at the lobby level. The area 
inside Coleman Coliseum will be furnished 
with all new seats and a club level which 
will be put in at the very top of the arena. 

Nationally-renowned HOK Architects, of 
Kansas City, Missouri and Davis Architects 
of Birmingham worked with Moore on de- 
signing the coliseum and Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. Birmingham-based Brasfield & 
Gorrie is the coliseum project's construction 
manager. 

Once work is begun on the inside of the 
coliseum the only area that will remain open 
is the volleyball gym, gymnastics gym and 
sports information area, all of which were 
newly built in the mid-1990s. Office space 
above the lobby will be totally renovated. 
On the east side above the lobby, the men’s 
basketball offices will not change locations 
but will be remodeled and given a new look. 
On the west side the women’s basketball of- 
fices will also be redone. Other sports’ of- 
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Work has begun on the renovation and expansion of Bryant-Denny Stadium. Construction will be completed prior to the 2006 season and will increase ca- 


pacity to about 92,000. 


fices which are currently located as a part of 
a long hallway between the men and 
women’s basketball areas will be reconfig- 
ured as office suites, rather than one long 
hallway. 

Another large part of the Coliseum reno- 
vation is its entryway. The sidewalks on 
both sides of Bryant Drive will be remodeled 
to match the brick theme of all the newly 
constructed buildings, and the elevator 
tower of Sewell-Thomas Field will be 
bricked with the Alabama “Circle A” em- 
blem and the stadium identifier visible from 
Bryant Drive. Light poles currently in the 
center of the driveway leading to the colise- 
um will be replaced by smaller and more 
numerous poles on the outsides of the drive 
for the purpose of a more belonging look. A 
new east entrance into the coliseum will 
also be forged, allowing easy access from the 
east parking lot near the law school. 


he Bryant Hall Academic Center pro- 

| ject is near completion. “We're going 
to take it over no later than the 28th 

of February,” Moore said. “It will be coming 


on line at a perfect time for us. Recruits and 
their parents have been very impressed 
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when they have walked through and seen it 
in a nearly completed stage.” 

What used to be the former football and 
basketball dorm has nearly completed its 
metamorphosis into a state-of-the-art aca- 
demic center. The flooring has recently been 
installed and the bulk of what remains to be 
done is furnishing the inside of the center 
and landscaping and tidying up outside the 
Hall. The Bryant Hall renovations were man- 
aged by PH&J Architects of Montgomery, and 
builder Petticoat Construction from Pell City. 

When these additions come on line they 
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Joe Namath Is Looking For A Golf Partner 


Or, if not Joe, how about Don Shula? Or Mike Shula. Lee Roy Jordan , Johnny Musso, or 
Bart Starr? Or some other legend. You and the rest of your favorite foursome could have that 
oportunity by signing up for the annual Crimson Tide Celebrity Golf Tournament hosted by 


The tournament will be in June. Last year’s tournament was played at NorthRiver Yacht 


The donation of $10,000 per foursome is ued for Crimson Tradition projects. 

In additon to the opportunity to play golf with the likes of Gene Stallings, Ozzie Newsome, 
and Ken Stabler, participants are also given tickets to a social function in the A-Club Room at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium, where all celebrities will be on hand. There are also auctions of| 


Inquires may be made to Associate Athletics Director Kevin Almond at (205) 348-3638 or 
to Associate Athletics Director Jon Gilbert at (205) 348-5379. 
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will also join the soccer, tennis and golf fa- 
cilities on the list of athletics improvements. 
The soccer and tennis facilities were dedicat- 
ed in September 2004, while the golf facility 
was completed near the end of 2004. 

“These are super facilities,” Moore said of 
the three recently completed. “With the sup- 
port of Mike Thompson, Jerry Pate and the 
Alabama golf foundation we have built a 
wonderful facility at Ol Colony.” 

“And for the first time in our history we 
can bid for and host the NCAA Champion- 
ships for tennis,” Moore said. 
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Spring Football: 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide has top players back 
with goal to make progress 


ne thing about having a 6-6 season 
O finishing the year in a minor 

bowl game is that few participants 
will have reason to rest on their laurels when 
spring football practice begins. Alabama suc- 
cesses in 2004 were few. And even though 
there were extenuating circumstances, no- 
tably a horrible run of bad luck with injuries 
to leading play-makers, there are no areas 
where the Crimson Tide can not improve. 
Moreover, there are several areas where great 
improvement is needed, and there are posi- 
tions that must be rebuilt. 

On the surface, Alabama could have a 
number of starters returning in 2005. 
Alabama's coaches will be concerned with 
making those players better. Of equal or 
greater concern will be those spots where 
starters and/or key back-ups have been lost. 

There’s not much lag time in Alabama 
football when the Crimson Tide plays a 
bowl game. Less than two months after the 
Music City Bowl, Bama football players will 
be back in helmets and shoulder pads for 
spring practice. The 15 drills will begin on 
February 22 and conclude with the A-Day 
Game on March 19, 

Although Alabama Coach Mike Shula was 
concentrating on recruiting in January, he 
couldn't help but think about spring practice. 
“I'm excited about it because it signifies the 
start of 2005,” he said. And while it will be 
only Shula’s second spring as Bama’s coach, it 
signifies the start of his third season leading 
the Tide. 

Once upon a time, Alabama spring practice 
started in March and ended in April. Last 
year the Tide moved the practice up to get it 
completed prior to The University’s spring 
break, rather than having the week off in the 
middle of training. 

Shula said, “The schedule is more interest- 
ing. We didn’t have a bowl game after our 
first season (2003), so things have moved up. 
We're keeping spring practice on the same 
schedule we did last year, so things are going 
to go fast. 

“After this spring we'll evaluate the early 
spring practice schedule.” 

The 15 drills include three just in helmets 
and 12 in full gear. The A-Day Game counts 
as one of the three practices that can have 
more than 50 per cent scrimmage work. 

While the Music City Bowl didn’t add 
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much to Alabama's unparalleled bowl history, 
it did provide an opportunity for Crimson 
Tide coaches to see some young Bama play- 
ers in action. 

That bow] practice allowed a head start on 
spring practice since Bama used the time to 
give individual coaching attention to young 
players who had seen little or no game action 
in 2004. Those players had been on the scout 
team and so their work since August had 
been on the schemes of opponents. During 
the bowl practice in Tuscaloosa, when time 
allowed for additional work, coaches worked 
with those younger players on Alabama 
schemes, which will save time in the spring. 

Shula said, “We'll find out about some of 
those guys we got to practice for the first 
time in the pre-bowl practices, guys like 
Antoine Caldwell, BJ. Stabler, Cody Davis, 
and Nick Walker.” 

Shula said, “Players—particularly younger 
players-are still growing physically and ma- 
turing mentally in college. Spring is a time 
to gauge the mental and physical toughness, 
but not a time to make a final determination 
on it.” 

The spring is a time when there can be 
some experimentation. Although Caldwell 
came to Alabama as a center prospect, Shula 
wants the talented freshman to be prepared 
to play guard as well. The coach said, “We 
want to have our five best linemen on the 
field. If Antoine and J.B. (returning starting 
center J.B. Closner) are among those five, 
one of them has to play a different position. 
We had thought about moving J.B. to guard, 
but he did a lot better at center (in 2004). 
And if we moved him, that would mean we 
would have new starters at four of the five of- 
fensive line positions.” 

Shula said, “We think its important for a 
guy like Antoine to learn both guard and 
center. We looked at BJ. Stabler at tackle ear- 
lier and we're going to look at him at guard.” 

Bama is having to replace three senior 
starters on the offensive line-left tackle 
Wesley Britt, left guard Evan Mathis, and 
right guard Danny Martz. In addition to 
Closner, a two-year starter who will be a se- 
nior, the Tide returns junior right tackle Kyle 
Tatum on the offensive line. 


trous injury situation of 2004 will carry 

over into spring practice. As has been 
well-documented, Bama lost most of its play- 
makers outside of wide receiver to injuries 
during the season. Two of those injured, half- 
back Ray Hudson and tight end David 
Cavan, were seniors. 

Alabama is expected to have senior quar- 
terback Brodie Croyle back for spring work. 
Croyle was basically out of spring drills last 
year as he recuperated from post-season 
shoulder surgery. This year he is returning 
from knee surgery, an operation that was 


I is not entirely clear how much the disas- 
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A Time To Make Improvement 


performed following the injury in mid- 
September. 

Shula said, “The expectation is that Brodie 
will do more this spring than last spring. 
That will be critical, too. He needs to get his 
timing down with the receivers, who are a lit- 
tle more experienced than they were when 
Brodie was working with them in the fall.” 

At the time of Croyle’s injury he was 
ranked among the nation’s top performers. 
Following his loss, Bama did not get consis- 
tent quarterback play. Mare Guillon was the 
first to replace Croyle, but after two starts 
Guillon was lost for the year with back 
problems. He was replaced by Spencer Pen- 
nington, who had also replaced Croyle in 
2003, when both Croyle and Pennington 
suffered shoulder injuries. 

Alabama will also get another look at in- 
coming freshman John Parker Wilson at 
quarterback. Wilson was allowed to partici- 
pate in some of Alabama’s pre-bowl practices 
and impressed coaches with his passing. 

Wilson will split time this spring between 
the football and baseball teams. battIng for 
time at third base. Pennington took it a step 
further. Rather than split time between foot- 
ball, where he was pressed into duty as the 
starter the past two years, he elected to give 
up football to try to win the job at first base 
for the baseball team, where he is a junior. 

Shula said, “Last spring was successful, but 
a little harder than expected because of so 
many injuries on the offensive side. We had a 
lot of guys in new positions starting all over 
in having to learn. And we had guys who 
were first team all spring who wouldn't be in 
the fall. Some of them wouldn't even play, 
like our walk-on tight ends, and some played 
very little, like offensive tackle Chris Capps 
and some of the wide receivers and Marc 
Guillon. Some of them will be more in the 
picture this spring. 

“But last spring was great for some other 
guys like Matt Caddell and Kyle Tatum and 
Charlie Peprah.” 

It is normal for a football team to have in- 
juries. Some of those who limped through 
2004 are expected to be at or near full speed 
when spring work begins. Others may still be 
limited, perhaps even unable to participate. 

Almost certain to not be able to participate 
is junior fullback-halfback Tim Castille, who 
suffered a knee injury in late October. He is 
expected to be full speed by August pre-sea- 
son practice. There have been unsubstantiat- 
ed reports that tight end Clint Johnston, who 
has a history of concussions, will not take 
part in spring practice and that his career 
may be over. Back-up center and guard Travis 
West also missed late season playing and 
practice time with injuries that could affect 
his future. West missed all last spring after 
undergoing hernia surgery. 

Late in the season there was a report that 
junior halfback Kenneth Darby had a 
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“strained abdominal muscle.” Following the 
bowl game it was revealed that he actually had 
a stress fracture of the pelvis. His status for the 
spring is questionable. 

Shula said, “There is a risk of injury in the 
spring when you have a lot of tough work. 
One advantage of moving up spring practice is 
that we have about an extra month for a player 
who is injured to possibly heal.” 


hula’s philosophy is to have a rigorous 
spring. He said, “It is a time for funda- 


mentals, Defensive players learn to tack- 
le, offensive players learn to block.” 

Positions of emphasis in the spring will be 
replacing three starters in the offensive line 
(including All-Southeastern Conference per- 
formers Wesley Britt and Evan Mathis, as well 
as Danny Martz), shoring up at tight end, and 
replacing All-Southeastern Conference place- 
kicker Brian Bostick and two-year punter Bo 
Freelend. 

There has been talk of more dramatic experi- 
mentation than just moving a center or tackle 
to another offensive line spot. 

A player who saw action as a back-up defen- 
sive tackle as a true freshman is Justin Britt. 
Britt came to Alabama as a potential offensive 
or defensive lineman. “The coaches are fight- 
ing over Justin,” Shula said. “It's something we 
might look at, offense, but he’s done a really 
good job on the defensive line. I think he was 
a pleasant surprise to the defensive coaches.” 

Another one the assistant coaches would 
like to experiment with is Ezekial Knight. 
Although the upcoming sophomore might 
get a look at linebacker, Shula said, “I think 
he’s coming into his own as a wide receiver.” 


ffensive Coordinator and Quarterbacks 
Oa David Rader echoed his head 

coach in pointing first to the impor- 
tance of Croyle returning to the offense this 
spring. “We have to see where Brodie is,” 
Rader said. “That's high priority-giving him as 
many snaps as he can possibly handle. He 
should be available to do quite a few more 
things this spring than he was last spring.” 

While quarterback is the most important po- 
sition on the football field, the greater concern 
for Alabama offensive coaches in spring work 
is probably on the line. Rader said, “We need 
to find out who is going to replace Danny, 
Evan and Wes. And in essence tight end. We 
know we lose David and Clint may not be 
ready to go. In that case we've got four of six 
positions up front where a player will have less 
experience. Quite a few vying for those posi- 
tions. Those 15 practices will fly by in trying 
to see who that is going to be.” 

Alabama did not give a great deal of playing 
time to back-up offensive linemen in 2004, so 
redshirted freshmen Antoine Caldwell, B,J. 
Stabler and Cody Davis don’t have as many 
bodies to climb over to get to the top. But that 
doesn’t mean they are automatically ahead of 
men who have been in Bama practices and to 
some extent in games the past few years. 

Although Chris Capps missed the Music 
City Bowl, he was the most consistent back-up 
offensive lineman for Alabama in 2004, play- 
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Tyrone Prothro made great improvement last 
year and is one of the Tide’s offensive leaders 
going to spring practice. Butch Dill Photo 


ing behind Britt at left tackle, and goes into 
spring as the most likely replacement for the 
All-America. Left tackle is a very important 
position since it is so often the unflanked line 
position and opposite the best pass rusher. 
Cody Davis may get work here. 

Von Ewing had a good off-season last year 
and there was hope that he would get a lot of 
playing time in 2004, but he played almost not 
at all towards the end of the year at right tack- 
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le. He'll be behind Tatum at that spot and bat- 
ing “grayshirt” Drew Davis, who had a few 
practices in December. 

At the guard positions, Caldwell and Mark 
Sanders are potential left guard candidates, 
while Stabler and Justin Moon are expected to 
battle at right guard. 

West and Taylor Britt are potential back-ups 
at center. 

Last spring the tight end situation was even 
worse than it is going into this spring. None 
of the three scholarshipped tight ends last 
year could participate and there is a chance 
that the two who remain—Clint Johnston and 
Greg McLain-—will continue to be limited or 
not able to participate at all. Last year two 
non-scholarshipped tight ends, Barrett 
Earnest and Will Denniston, got the practice 
time. This year, even if Johnston and McLain 
are out, the Tide will have upcoming sopho- 
more Trent Davidson and redshirt freshman 
Nick Walker at the position. 

Kenneth Darby missed virtually all of the 
Auburn and Minnesota games at the end of the 
year with what was revealed to be a stress frac- 
ture of the pelvis. If he can go in the spring, 
the 1,000-yard rusher will certainly be number 
one. But even if Darby is healthy, Aaron 
Johns-the only other scholarshipped halfback 
on the roster-is expected to get the lion’s share 
of practice time. “It's a great opportunity for 
Aaron Johns,” Rader said. 

With Tim Castille out this spring, the man 
who replaced him in the starting line-up, 
LéRon McClain, is the only scholarshipped 
fullback in camp. 

This time a year ago the wide receiver spots 
were among those most worrisome. An influx 
of signees, along with improvement by a hand- 
ful of turnovers, changed that position into 
one of relatively good depth. “Their progress 
has been steadily upward,” Rader said. 

Although Alabama lists the positions of split 
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end and flanker, the Tide also has a number 
of sets with three, four, and even five wide re- 
ceivers. 

Tyrone Prothro and Matt Caddell were the 
most consistent and most productive of the 
wideouts, but three men who were true fresh- 
men in the fall—Keith Brown, D.J. Hall and 
Ezekial Knight-all had explosive moments 
and will be more prominent in 2005. 
Additionally, Will Oakley was redshirted after 
suffering some nagging injuries in pre-season 
drills. 

Rader is positive in looking to the future. 
“We can move the ball with this offense,” he 
said following the Music City Bowl. “When 
we have more players and healthier players, 
we will move the ball and have a great of- 
fense. The great majority of our players have 
the will to prepare to win, and we'll have a 
higher percentage of those players. Coach 
Shula is adamant about that. He is looking 
straight ahead.” 

Rader added, “We have a lot of fight in our 
guys. But we need to fight better.” 


ven though most starters and several 
EB back-up performers return from a 

defensive unit that was very good 
through most of 2004, Defensive Coordi- 
nator Joe Kines said, “The worst mistake we 
could make is to relax. For eight to 10 
weeks we made some real steady progress. 
What we've got to do is pick it up there and 
keep inching forward. Sometimes you can 
take big steps, sometimes little, but impor- 
tant thing is to keep moving forward.” 

Kines was positive immediately following a 
below-standard performance by the defense 
in the Music City Bowl. “The best thing 
about this will go unnoticed until next year,” 
he said. “We had great work in Tuscaloosa 
and great work here in Nashville.” 

As Bama began to prepare for spring prac- 
tice, Kines said, “We didn’t practice very 
well in the bowl game, and that has to be a 
major point of emphasis this spring as it is 
every spring. You have to get off blocks and 
make the tackle no matter what scheme you 
are in. Those are things we'll work very hard 
on this spring.” 

Kines can see Alabama shaking off some of 
the bonds of NCAA sanctions. “Depth should 
get better each year now,” he said. “The peo- 
ple we have who have played now have expe- 
rience that will pay off. We had to force feed 
some young guys and get them out there 
maybe too early in the past couple of years. 
Now we need to get the most out of everyone 
who has had that experience.” 

Kines said that his second year at Alabama 
as defensive coordinator allowed him “to 
throw out some things we didn’t do well in 
2003 and we added some things that we 
thought we could do better with our person- 
nel. And that will be the way we go this year, 
mainly looking for good things to add. We 
have a better understanding of what we want 
to do and why we want to do it the way we 
do. We need to keep building on that. And 
we need to keep building confidence.” 

The only starters lost from 2004 are defen- 
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Mark Anderson is a returning starter at defen- 
sive end, one of some 10 Bama defenders who 


have starting experience. Barry Fikes Photo 


sive end Todd Bates, middle linebacker 
Cornelius Wortham, and Anthony Bryant, 
who split time with returning senior Rudy 
Griffin as the starter at defensive tackle. 

Kines said, “We have a lot of people back, 
but we can’t be fooled by that. We have to go 
to work and get better. We are nowhere near 
where we need to be to play and win on a 
real consistent basis. We have a ton of work 
to do this spring.” 

At middle linebacker the Tide will look 
first at Freddie Roach, the 2003 starter at 
that position. Roach spent last year at both 
weakside linebacker and middle linebacker 
(as well as the rush end when Bama was in 
its nickel defense). Kines said, “He had as 
fine a year as a guy could have. If you're 
picking out the best 11 to put on the field, 
he’d be high up on that list.” Juke King is 
the likely back-up there this spring. 

Linebacker should continue as a strong 
position for Bama. DeMeco Ryans is an all- 
star candidate at strongside linebacker, 
while weakside linebacker Juwan Garth is 
one of Bama’s most talented athletes. 
Terrence Jones saw plenty of playing time as 
a back-up to Ryans and Demarcus Waldrop 
played behind Garth at weakside. Marcel 
Stamps, who started out as a wide receiver, 
then worked at strong safety, and redshirt 
freshman Jake Wingo are other outside 
linebacker candidates. 

It starts up front, and the Tide returns sev- 
eral with quality experience. Mark Anderson 
was one of the most underrated Bama players 
as a junior defensive left end. He’s backed by 
Chris Harris, who was his back-up in the fall, 
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At right end, Wallace Gilberry will move up 
to the first position, but he was almost a co- 
first teamer with Bates last year and was 
Bama’s best sack man. Keith Saunders will be 
a candidate at end. Chris Turner could be at 
end or tackle. 

In addition to Griffin, Bama returns starter 
Jeremy Clark at defensive tackle. Justin Britt 
is firmly established as one defensive tackle 
who will get plenty of playing time. Dominic 
Lee and Curtis Dawson, both of whom 
missed the Music City Bowl, will be working 
at tackle in the spring. 

Although there were a few critical lapses, 
Alabama’s secondary had a pretty good year. 
That was a primary component in Bama lead- 
ing the nation in pass defense much of the 
2004 season. Last spring a successful experi- 
ment was the move of Charlie Peprah from 
left cornerback to strong safety, allowing 
Roman Harper to go to free safety and 
Ramzee Robinson up to starting left corner. 
All return next year, as does Anthony 
Madison, listed as a senior but almost sure to 
earn another year of eligibility since he needs 
to pass only one class between now and 
August. Simeon Castille made an impression 
as a freshman, although he was hampered by 
injuries. 

Others who could make a move in the 
spring in the defensive backfield include lit- 
tle-used Eric Gray and Travis Robinson (who 
was injured the last two-thirds of the season) 
at cornerback and Marcus Carter, Jeffrey 
Dukes (who took over as nickel back for 
Castille in the Music City Bowl), Aaron 
McDaniel, and Lionel Mitchell at safety. 


labama seemed to solve its kick return 
Atiens in mid-year when Tyrone 

Prothro took over as punt return and 
primary kickoff return man. And the Tide has 
a solid snapper in Drew Lane. Historically 
there is not much spring work in the cover- 
age and return areas of special teams. Much 
of that will be done in August when more 
bodies arrive. 

And it may be there will be no final deter- 
mination on kickers in the spring. 

There are a couple of strong candidates at 
placekicker. Jamie Christensen hasn't been on 
public display as a field goal kicker, but he 
showed a very strong leg as Bama’s kickoff 
man last fall. And look for C.J. Rhody to be in 
the mix. He walked on as a freshman last fall 
but couldn't kick until he recovered from a 
foot injury. 

Punter could be another question. Jeremy 
Schatz replaced Freelend for three punts in 
2003, including two lackluster efforts in the 
Music City Bowl. He'll go into spring number 
one, but will have to show improvement. Jeff 
Aul will be one challenger and if he is suffi- 
ciently recovered from injuries suffered in an 
automobile accident a year ago, Patrick Eades 
could be in contention. Another candidate is 
Joseph McPhillips. 

Kickers will get plenty of work in the 
spring, but that doesn’t mean the battles 
won't continue up until the season-opener 
in 2005. 
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2005 Alabama Spring Football Roster 


(Subject to change) 
NAME, POS CL HT WTEXP HOMETOWN NO NAME, POS WT EXP HOMETOWN 
Matt Ryals, PK Fr 5-11 176 RS Huntsville 43 Jeffrey Dukes, SS/RCB 190 1L Oxford, Miss. 
Simeon Castille, LCB So 6-1 187 1L Birmingham 43 Ryan Saxby, PK 180 Sq Jonesboro, Ga. 
Tyrone Prothro, SE Jr 5-8 176 2L Heflin 44 Demarcus Waldrop, WLB 5 193 1L Pinson 
Brandon Brooks, SE Sr 5-4 165 2L Birmingham 45 Juke King, MLB 234 Sq Theodore 
Marcel Stamps, SS/LB 6-3 190 IL Brantley 45 Jason Grammer, PK 165 RS Vestavia Hills 
Lionel Mitchell, S 6-1 172 HS Stone Mountain, Ga. 46 Mike McLaughlin, PK 201 Sq Gautier, Miss. 
Will Oakley, SE 6-1 192 RS Ponte Vedra Bch, Fla. 46 Allen Long, LDT 280 Sq Addison 
Freddie Roach, MLB 6-2 239 3L Killen 47 Mark Anderson, RDE 253 3L Tulsa, Okla. 
Adam Thrash, QB 6-4 215 RS Little Rock, Ark. 48 Curtis Dawson, LDT 276 1L Hoover 
Anthony Madison, RCB 5-9 180 3L Thomasville 49 Damien Jones, FB 235 RS Mobile 
Matt Caddell, FL 6-0 181 IL McCalla 50 Justin Britt, RDT 285 1L Cullman 
Brodie Croyle, QB 6-3 205 3L Rainbow City 52 Taylor Britt, LG 278 Sq Cullman 
John Parker Wilson, QB 6-2 215 HS Hoover 53 Brent Nall, SLB 213. RS Andalusia 
A.J. Milwee, QB 5-10 167 RS Boaz 54 Justin Johnson, LDE 248 RS Tuscaloosa 
Jeffrey Aul, P 6-2 208 Sq Daleville 55 Terrence Jones, SLB 216 2L Northport 
CJ. Rhody, PK 6-0 175 RS Jupiter, Fla. 57 Morgan Garner, OG 245 RS Deatsville 
Ramzee Robinson, LCB Jr 5-10 192 2L Huntsville 58 Kyle Tatum, RT 7 298 2L Prattville 
Vic Horn, RB Sr 6-1 233 Sq Huntsville 59 Antoine Caldwell, OG/C 281 RS Montgomery 
Marc Guillon, QB Jr 6-3 212 1L Chico, Calif. 60 Von Ewing, LG -5 294 Sq Troy 
Danny Barger, SS Jr 5-11 182 Sq Tuscaloosa 61 BJ. Stabler, RT/RG 292 RS Grove Hill 
Tim Castille, FB Jr 5-11 228 2L Birmingham 62 Dawson Brown, RT 310 Sq Harvest 
Marcus Carter, SS So 6-1 190 IL Ft. Payne 63 Mark Sanders, RT 328 Sq Ashville 
Rashad Johnson, RB Fr 6-1 183 RS Sulligent 64 Layne Rinks, OL 275 RS Florence 
Mookie Chaney, RB Fr 6-0 208 RS Birmingham 65 Derrick Duke, LG/SN 283 RS Manassas, Va. 
DJ. Hall, FL So 6-3 183 IL Ft Walton Bch, Fla. 66 Bennett Traylor, SN 230 RS Pensacola, Fla. 
Jake Wingo, WLB Fr 6-0 203 RS Tuscaloosa 67 J.P. Adams, RDT 267 Sq Northport 
Kyle Bennett, FB Jr 6-2 231 Sq Boaz 68 Al Jefferson, RG 275 RS Mobile 
Travis Robinson, RCB 5-10 180 Sq Tuscaloosa 72 Chris Capps, LT 293 1L Jonesboro, Ga. 
25 Aaron McDaniel, S 6-1 166 RS Ft. Payne 73 Justin Moon, RG 296 1L Guntersville 
25 Jeremy Schatz, P 5-7 151 Sq Homewood 74 J.B. Closner, C 290 2L San Antonio, Texas 
26 Charlie Peprah, SS 5-11 193 3L Plano, Texas 75 Cody Davis, LT 282 RS Tuscaloosa 
26 Jake Collins, FL 6-0 190 Sq Homewood 76 Travis West, C 280 1L Laurel, Miss. 
28 Aaron Johns, HB 5-10 185 1L Thomasville 77 David Brown, OG 320 RS Harvest 
29 Theo Townsend, HB Fr 5-9 172 RS Antioch, Tenn. 79 Drew Davis, OT 285 HS Evergreen 
30 Bryan Kilpatrick, SS Sr 6-4 193 Sq Monroeville 80 Trent Davidson, TE 270 1L Brewton 
30 Patrick Eades, P So 6-2 176 Sq Hoover 81 Keith Brown, FL 185 1L Pensacola, Fla. 
31 Greg McLain, TE Sr 6-2 243 3L Lineville 82 Marcus McKnight, FL 186 Sq Callahan, Fla. 
31 Forress Rayford, S So 5-11 180 Sq Mobile 83 Will Roach, SE 194 Sq Killen 
32 J.D. Dailey, Jr., DB So 6-2 190 Sq Daphne 84 Ezekial Knight, SE 210 1L Wedowee 
33 LéRon McClain, FB Jr 6-1 258 2L Northport 86 Jamie Christensen, PK 170 1L Norcross, Ga. 
33 Patrick Burch, TE Fr 6-4 240 RS Navarre, Fla. 88 Clint Johnston, TE 251 3L Wetumpka 
34 Kenneth Darby, HB Jr 5-11 205 2L Huntsville 88 Stephen Kulback, DE 260 Sq Birmingham 
34 Courtney Moore, DB Fr 5-10 185 RS Florence 89 Nick Walker, TE 238 RS Brundidge 
35 DeMeco Ryans, SLB Sr 6-2 232 3L Bessemer 90 Rudy Griffin, RDT 286 1L Hepzibah, Ga. 
35 Patrick Gordon, FL Fr 6-6 194 RS Houma, La. 90 Barrett Earnest, TE 224 Sq Loretto, Tenn. 
36 Eric Gray, RCB So 5-11 186 1L Trinity 91 Chris Harris, RDE 251 Sq Tuscaloosa 
36 David Steakley, SE Sr 5-10 182 Sq Huntsville 91 Will Denniston, TE 225 Sq Mobile 
37 Matt Miller, FL Sr 6-3 210 2L Rainbow City 92 Wallace Gilberry, LDE 251 1L Bay Minette 
37 Trent Dean, DB Fr 6-0 185 RS Decatur 93 Matt Collins, MLB 236 Sq Pinson 
39 Brandon McAway,HB = Jr 5-10 184 Sq Anniston 93 Tanner Wickham, TE 230 RS Clarksville, Tenn. 
39 Justin Ballard, S Jr 5-11 192 Sq Eutaw 94 Keith Saunders, LDE 242 1L Willingboro, N_J. 
40 Ken Vandervoort,SLB So 6-3 210 Sq Anniston 95 Drew Lane, SN 230 1L Braxton, Miss. 
40 Joseph McPhillips, P Fr 5-10 175 RS Cullman 96 Dominic Lee, LDT 283 2L Birmingham 
41 Roman Harper, $ Sr 6-1 197 3L Prattville 98 Chris Turner, LDE/RDT 288 JC Jacksonville, Fla. 
42 Juwan Garth, WLB Jr 6-2 220 2L Decatur 99 Jeremy Clark, RDT 296 2L Daphne 
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Chuck Davis: 


Patience Is 
Key To Tide 
Star’s Success 


by Greg Wallace 


Tide junior basketball star 
didn’t lose hope when he 
was sitting on the bench 


ll Chuck Davis needed, it turned out, 

was a little patience. The 6-7 Alabama 

power forward is now on the verge of 
stardom. At this time two years ago Davis 
was, in Coach Mark Gottfried’s words, 
“struggling.” 

Only a few months removed from dominat- 
ing smaller, less skilled players as a Selma 
Southside High star, Davis was sulking in 
cushioned chairs on sidelines all over the 
Southeastern Conference, mostly watching 
seniors like Erwin Dudley and Kenny 

falker gobble up playing time. 

Frustration—and thoughts of a transfer 
somewhere with more playing time avail- 
able—crossed the freshman’s mind. 

Davis said, “It's hard to keep your head up 
at times like that, when you're always used 
to being out there on the court.” 

Instead of leaving, as so many frustrated 
young players across the country do, Davi 
kept his cool. He dedicated himself on the 
court. He poured his energies into the weight 
room. And he kept working hard in the 
classroom. 

Two years later, he’s become one of the 
Crimson Tide's biggest success stories. 

Now a junior, Davis has grown into one of 
the SEC's elite players. As conference play 
began in early January, he averaged over 15 
points and seven rebounds per game. Just as 
impressive, he is on track to graduate from 
UA this summer-a span of less than three 
years—with a degree in consumer marketing. 

Davis is proof that persistence, if practiced, 
really does pay off. 

“He grew up a lot, just stuck with it,” 
Gottfried said. “So many guys nowadays if it 
doesn’t go the way they want, they want to 


Junior power forward Chuck Davis is a pre-sea- 
son All-Southeastern Conference candidate and 
a candidate for 2005 graduation in just his ju- 
nior year. Barry Fikes Photo 
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: 


Alabama junior power forward Chuck Davis turned his energies into becoming a better player and a better student as he waited his chance to start for the 


Crimson Tide's nationally-ranked basketball team. 


quit, they want to transfer, they want to find 
another solution. He's stayed the course, and 
I like that about him. He decided, ‘I'm going 
to get better, and he did.” 

Much better, in fact. 

That first season, though, showed no signs 
of what lay ahead. Davis got limited minutes 
behind Dudley and Walker, and often sleep- 
walked through the time he had on the floor, 
a scowl seemingly permanently imprinted on 
his long face. 

He admits the adjustment was difficult, and 
credits family and friends for pushing him 
through. 

“| had very good support from home, fami- 
ly and old high school coaches,” Davis said. 
“They told me to keep my head up, keep 
working, and my time would come.” 

That time was sooner rather than later, 
since Dudley and Walker were both seniors. 
Other Tide youngsters, like freshmen Akini 
Adkins and Glenn Miles, have fled since, 
after staring down a daunting young depth 
chart ahead of them. 

Davis knew he'd get a chance quickly, so 
he stayed. 

“In my position, | had one year (to wait),” 
he said. “(Dudley and Walker) were both se- 
niors, and it was a different situation. If I'd 
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have gone somewhere else, I’d have had to 
sit out a year and | might as well have stayed 
here and played the next year. Guys that left, 
they’re sitting behind juniors and sopho- 
mores, and that’s a whole different story.” 


ollowing Alabama's disappointing 2003 

Number One-to-first round NCAA loss 

flameout, Davis gained confidence and 
work ethic. He dedicated the off-season to- 
wards getting stronger in the weight room 
and in the paint, while improving his aca- 
demics. 

“His work habits improved in the weight 
room every day,” Gottfried said. “He stared at 
his situation and said, ‘I’m going to make it 
better, instead of running and hiding. | re- 
spect him for that.” ; 

Last winter, a different Davis emerged. He 
started 32 of Alabama's 33 games and aver- 
aged 11.5 points, up from 1.5 his freshman 
season. Despite struggling with foul trouble, 
he was the Tide’s primary inside option. 

This season, Davis has taken another huge 
step forward. Until a two-point performance 
against Vanderbilt while hampered with 
triple-teams and foul problems, he was aver- 
aging over 17 points per game. 

More importantly, he’s now a complete 
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player. As a sophomore, Davis was danger- 
ous while moving to his right, towards the 
baseline, but limited towards his left, a fact 
opposing big men easily exploited. 

This off-season, he worked with sophomore 
center Jermareo Davidson and Assistant 
Coach Tom Asbury, a noted post-player guru, 
developing himself into a well-rounded 
package. 

“In our pickup games, | play against great 
competition in Jermareo,” Davis said. “Any- 
thing that works against him will work 
against pretty much anybody. I find out how 
to score on him, and what works on him, 
and it works on everybody.” 

That also means working both sides of the 
paint and honing a package of moves into 
two or three unstoppable moves, which 
Gottfried credits to Asbury’s tutelage. 

“I could go to the middle (last season) but 
it wasn’t a sure thing, always,” Davis said. 
“This year, you can’t play me either way. | 
prefer going to the baseline, but if I go to the 
middle, I'm going to still make shots.” 

As his playing time and scoring average 
have grown, Davis’ once-shaky confidence 
has bloomed. The one-time liability has be- 
come a team leader, a constant force and part 
of the foundation of a Top 25 team. 
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Gottfried is suitably impressed. 

“He’s becoming more of a leader for this 
team,” Gottfried said. “I'm really impressed 
with his unselfishness and his desire for our 
team to do well. That stands out to me more 
than anything about him. | think all of those 
things contribute to him improving as a player.” 

And as a person. 

“He's just one of those guys, a total person,” 
Gottfried said. “I get letters from people on 
campus who tell me they ran into Chuck or 
met Chuck or Chuck spent time with their 
son or daughter. It's really encouraging-every- 
thing about him.” 

In fact, the only worry now is if Davis will 
stay after he graduates. 

For now, Davis says, he plans on starting a 
second degree or a master’s degree next fall, 
with hopes of learning enough to open his 
own business after his playing days are done. 

“Right now (I'm coming back), unless some- 
thing drastically changes,” he said. “Right 
now I plan on coming back and finishing my 
senior year here, unless it’s a miraculous 
change.” 

Why leave, Davis figures, when everything 
he needs is in Tuscaloosa? 

“There are still a lot of things I can do next 
year,” he said. “I want to keep leading my 
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Men’s & Women’s Golf Outlook: 


There Are Losses To Be Overcome 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Graduation took men’s top 
player, while women’s best 
is on mend from surgery 


en’s Golf Coach Jay Seawell gave a 

tour of Alabama’s new men and 

women’s facility located at OI 
Colony in Tuscaloosa. Seawell boasted as he 
showed the lounge area, coaches offices, and 
first-class locker rooms. He demonstrated 
the state-of-the-art covered hitting area, 
which has four cameras tracking one’s golf 
swing and instantaneously transporting it 
into a computer where it can be simultane- 
ously compared to the swing of Tiger Woods, 


Phil Mickelson, or one of over 100 other 
professional golfers. 

“There might be a facility as good, but you 
won't find one better,” he said. 

A trophy case is the first thing in view at 
the facility entrance. Many of the trophies 
and momentos are from Jerry Pate, Bama’s 
most accomplished former golfer. Pate won 
the United States Amateur while still a 
Crimson Tide student-athlete and won the 
United States Open as a professional before 
a shoulder injury shortened his career. He 
now plays on the Champions Tour. 

Also displayed is Bama’s lone Southeastern 
Conference championship trophy, the 1979 
title. 

Pate is a world-reknowned golf course de- 
signer, and the Tide’s home course, OI’ 
Colony, is one of his creations. Additionally, 
Pate continues to provide a tremendous 
amount of support for his alma mater and, 
specifically, for the Alabama golf program. 

“This facility will help a great deal,” 
Seawell said. “To compete in the SEC this is 


a must. This is as nice as it gets. It shows re- 
cruits and young golfers that Alabama is se- 
rious about golf and young golfers.” 

Alabama will host the Conrad Rehling 
Invitational, named in honor of the leg- 
endary Crimson Tide coach, at Ol’ Colony 
this spring. 


eawell is beginning his third season at 
Alabama, and young help is on the 
way. According to Golf Digest, Ala- 
bama signed the seventh-best recruiting 
class in the nation this fall, headlined by 
Montgomery native Matthew Swan, who has 
already carded a 64 in his young career. 
Youth will be a theme for the 2005 golf 
season as well. Eight of Alabama's 10 golfers 
have been with the team a year or less. The 
Tide must replace departed senior All- 
America Lars Brovold, who just earned his 
European tour card. 
Stepping into the pressure position of 
being the Tide’s top golfer in 2005 is one of 
Bama’s seasoned golfers, senior Clint Pro- 


The Alabama men’s and women’s golf teams have a new practice facility this year. The Tide women’s team will be depending on senior Megan George, while 
the men have a very young team led by senior Clint Provost. 
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vost. Provost had two top 10 finishes this 
season, one in the first tournament of the 
fall and one in the last. 

“Clint Provost has played in every tourna- 
ment we've played in for over the past three 
years,” Seawell said. “Any time you lose an 
All-America the question is who's going to 
step up and fill that role. Clint is a good 
leader and has done a good job stepping 
into that role.” 

While Provost is a proven commodity, 
Seawell scheduled five fall tournaments to 
find out which new players would step up. 
Atop that list of freshman golfers in the fall 
was Mark Harrell, from Hazlehurst, Georgia. 
Harrell played in all five of the Tide’s fall 
tournaments, carding a 71.4 stroke average. 
Harrell’s 71.4 average was the second-high- 
est fall average of any freshman in the na- 
tion, 

Harrell tied for third in his first ever col- 
lege outing, finishing three tournament 
rounds at seven under par at Alabama's fall 
home event, the Jerry Pate National Inter- 
collegiate. 

A junior who transferred to Alabama from 
Augusta State, Thomas Hagler, also showed 
promise in the fall, playing in five tourna- 
ments and carding six rounds under par. 
Hagler’s best finish was seventh place at the 
Bank of Tennessee Collegiate, his Alabama 
debut. 

“Thomas had a great chance to win in his 
first tournament here,” Seawell said. “His 
ability to make the adjustment to being at 
Alabama will be important to us in the 
spring.” 

Florence freshman Gator Todd has estab- 
lished himself as a part of the Tide's top five, 
Seawell said. Todd had a top 10 finish at the 
Tournament of Champions in Knoxville with 
an even par performance. Gator is the son of 
Richard Todd, who was a quarterback at 
Alabama (1973-75) and played in the NFL, 
drafted as the sixth pick of the first round by 
the New York Jets. 

Also battling for a spot in the top five will 
be redshirt freshman Joseph Sykora, sopho- 
more Max Alverio, and juniors Dwight 
Rogers and Lance Walker. 

Sykora, from Daphne and UMS Wright, 
finished the fall with a two under par tour- 
nament in Baton Rouge in Bama’s final fall 
tournament, and he tied for 14th at the 
tournament in Knoxville. 

As in most sports, the SEC is most com- 
petitive in golf. For example, Bama is 
ranked 26th in the nation, but six other 
league teams are ranked ahead of the Tide. 
The challenges will begin in earnest on 
Frebruary 20 when the Tide plays the 
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Mercedes Benz Invitational at Sawgrass in 


Jacksonville, Florida, followed by a tourna- 


ment on San Juan, Puerto Rico. “The first 
two tournaments we play against the best of 
the best. We want to prepare ourselves prop- 
erly for the SEC,” Seawell said. “We need to 
create a mindset that we can do it, that we 
have enough talent to do it. We're starting to 
see the mindset building in practice, during 
workouts and just when they’re talking with 
each other, But you don’t do that in one 
year. Georgia is the number one team in the 


country and to compete with them you have 
to build a program. There aren't any short- 
cuts.” 


‘omen’s Coach Betty Palmer, who 
is in her 17th year at the head of 
the program, is suddenly in need 
of a medical background in addition to her 
golf knowledge. Alabama’s best golfer when 
healthy, senior Darby Sligh, has suffered 
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Men’s & Women’s Tennis Outlook: 


Teams Try To Equal New Facility 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Men have young team, 
while women’s squad led 
by one of nation’s best 


uch is new with Alabama tennis this 
ME: most notably a sparkling $4 

million facility to rival any in the 
nation. And the leaders of the programs, 
Men's Coach Billy Pate and Women’s Coach 
Jenny Mainz, are building teams equally as 
prominent on the national scene. 

The tennis complex featuring 12 courts 
with Deco-Turf surface (used at the U.S. 
Open, but at only a handful of colleges) is a 
popular draw. Alabama will host the 
women's Southeastern Conference tourna- 


ment in April and the men’s SEC tourney in 
2006. 

“There is a lot of excitement about our new 
facility,” Pate said. “It parallels the youth on 
this team. We have a new facility and a new 
team.” 

Mainz said the new tennis facility is anoth- 
er reason for people to be excited about the 
future of Alabama tennis. 

“Our new tennis facility is a premier facili- 
ty,” She said. “It enables us to showcase 
events like the annual Roberta Alison Classic 
and the SEC Tournament we're hosting this 
year. We did it the right way and really made 
it an outstanding venue. We needed that to 
take a next step.” 


fter losing three four-year starters 
At last season, the 2005 men’s team 
will have six freshmen, three sopho- 
mores and one senior cutting teeth in a con- 


ference where all 12 teams routinely make 
the NCAA tournament field of 64. 


“Youth doesn’t necessarily equate to a neg- 
ative situation,” Pate said. “We have a new 
sense of urgency and a genuine enthusiasm. I 
haven't done our team any favors on the 
schedule, either. We're taking on perhaps 
one of the five toughest schedules in the 
country.” 

Besides the brutal SEC slate, Alabama will 
play at 10th-ranked Virginia and at 16th- 
ranked Rice, and will host 11th-ranked Ohio 
State. Alabama also goes on the road to play 
51st-ranked Michigan and 46th-ranked 
William and Mary. 

In addition to having to replace the experi- 
ence of more than 600 college matches 
played by last year’s seniors, Pate also re- 
placed his assistant coach, Mario Rincon, 
who took over Miami tennis last fall. Now 
assisting is Lee Nickell, who starred at 
Furman from 1998-2001 and has since been 
a tennis pro at several elite clubs in the 
Southeast. 

The team will be led by first-year player 


Leading performers for Alabama's tennis teams, who will play in a new $4 million facility this year, are (seated) Robin Stephenson and (left to right) Joseph 


Jung, Luigi D’Agord, and Ashley Bentley. 
22 


www.BamaMag.com 


Barry Fikes Photo 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY, 2005 


Luigi D’Agord. D’Agord was on the Bama 
squad last year, and is technically a sopho- 
more in eligibility after serving a one year “in 
residence” requirement as mandated by the 
NCAA. He calls Freeport, Bahamas his home 
but has ties to Italy and Florida. His interest 
in coming to Alabama began with his cousin, 
Apostolis Tsagarakis, who was a swimmer 
for the Tide. 

D’Agord had a breakthrough fall in his first 
semester of college competition, emerging 
with a 17-4 record. He is 31st in pre-season 
rankings. D’Agord was the winner of the in- 
augural Crimson Tide Fall Championships. 
D’Agord had nine wins against ranked play- 
ers in the fall, and his losses came to players 
ranked 34th in the country or higher. 

“Luigi set himself apart with his consisten- 
cy and with his explosiveness,” Pate said. 
“He's got a great serve and can play with the 
top-level guys throughout the country. He 
has so many natural gifts. We expect great 
things from him.” 

Sophomores Joseph Jung and Eric Molnar 
are expected to complete the top half of the 
singles lineup for the Crimson Tide. 

Jung played at number two and three a 
year ago with a 15-9 record and is ranked 
among the Top 100 singles players in the 
preseason. Jung uses a throw-back style of 
tennis, playing angles and position rather 
than the overpowering style most current 
players use. His brother, Michael, is a fresh- 
man tennis player at Arkansas. 

Molnar is a power player who will likely 
take a step up from number four in 2004 to 
number three. Molnar was 11-12 in singles 
last year and 6-5 in the fall. 

“I expect Eric to continue developing at a 
fast rate,” Pate said. “He has all the physical 
tools and just needs to mature a bit. He com- 
petes exceptionally well during matches and 
will be an emotional leader for us.” 

While the top three are entrenched, there 
is open and even competition for the five re- 
maining travel spots. “We've got other guys 
who can get to that upper level, but in the 
worst case they provide remarkable depth,” 
Pate said. “I think the top 10 are awfully 
solid, so there will be a lot of competition for 
starting spots in singles and doubles. The 
guys filling our eight travel spots will be bat- 
tle-tested.” 

R.J. Murray is a senior who joined the 
squad last year from North Carolina State. 
He played in the fifth spot in 2004 and is a 
talented doubles player. “I think R.J. has 
earned a spot initially, and for sure in dou- 
bles is a starter,” Pate said. “He's going to 
face challenges. It's going to be wide open for 
spots four through six.” 

Birmingham native Taylor Striplin is 
among the six freshmen who will be compet- 
ing for starting roles, He was 5-2 in the fall, 
missing some match time while suffering 
back spasms. 

“I expect everyone to have a shot at start- 
ing whether it’s in singles or doubles,” Pate 
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said, “But basically I'm looking at the situa- 
tion as if it's wide open among the six fresh- 
men.” 

Striplin spent the last two years in high 
school at the famed Nick Bollitierri’s Tennis 
Academy in Bradenton, Florida training with 
some of the elite players in the world. He has 
been ranked the best junior player in 
Alabama and in the top 10 in the Southeast. 

“We are very excited to have an in-state 
player of his caliber joining our squad,” Pate 
said. “He has a big-time forehand and serve 
and can really dictate offensively against op- 
ponents.” 

Also in the freshman mix will be Memphis 
native Andrew Felsenthal, who posted a 7-5 
fall record. Felsenthal was a state champion 
at White Station High School, the same 
school attended by Tide basketball star 
Earnest Shelton. 

Silver Springs, Maryland freshman Billy 
Mertz began his college career going 9-0 be- 
fore slumping towards the end of the fall. He 
ended fall with a 10-5 singles mark. Mertz 
came on strong towards the end of his ju- 
niors career catching the eye of several col- 
lege coaches. 

Jordie Kindervater, a freshman from St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, struggled through the 
fall with a 2-6 record in singles. Kindervater 
originally signed with the Tide in 2003, but 
re-signed in 2004 after what amounted to a 
year of prep school work. 

“Jordie has all the physical tools to be a big 
time player,” Pate said. “He is still playing 
catch up after taking a year off and soon I be- 
lieve he will be making great contributions 
to our team.” 

Alabama received two mid-year enrollees, 
Spaniard Javier Bes and Belgian Sammy 
Struyf. 

Bes is more accustomed to the slower clay 
courts of Spain and will have to make the ad- 
justment to faster courts. Pate expects him to 
do that. “He has all the ingredients to be a 
fixture in our lineup,” Pate said. 


enny Mainz’s women’s squad is coming 
into its own, and could be poised for 
one of the best year’s in the program's 
tory. The Tide has five juniors, two sopho- 
mores and one freshman. After taking her 
team to the NCAA tournament in each of the 
last four seasons, Mainz is ready to take the 
next step. 

“We have the capability of doing some big 
things,” Mainz said. “This is the year for us to 
make a name. That's the mentality for this 
team. It's time to show the nation what we 
can do.” Although college tennis is a team 
game, and that is Mainz’s coaching philoso- 
phy, that the Tide has one of the nation’s elite 
players can’t be overlooked. Robin Stephen- 
son, a junior from Kitchener, Ontario, is 
ranked the eighth best player in the country 
based on fall performance. Stephenson had 
an 11-5 record playing an incredibly difficult 
slate. She faced 10 players in the top 75, nine 


www.BamaMag.com 


of whom are among the top 30. “Robin is one 
of the best players in college tennis,” Mainz 
said. “She has all the physical tools, but she 
also has the desire, the work ethic, and the 
mentality. She has proven she can play with 
anyone in the country.” 

Last year Stephenson advanced to the sec- 
ond round of the NCAA singles champi- 
onships before losing to the second-ranked 
player in the country. Stephenson is also 
ranked 12th in doubles, partnering with 
Montgomery native Ashley Bentley. The pair 
fell in the first round of the NCAA doubles 
championships a year ago. They began the 
fall with five consecutive wins before stum- 
bling in their last three matches. 

Bentley has a top 75 ranking and is solidly 
entrenched in the number two position after 
posting an incredible 20-3 record in dual 
play at that spot in 2004. 

Melissa Day, a junior who transferred from 
West Virginia where she played at the top of 
the lineup, will add another punch to to the 
upper half of the lineup. Day had an 8-6 sin- 
gles record for Bama in the fall along with an 
8-4 doubles mark. 

“We've had a void in the middle of the line- 
up and I think Melissa Day will fill that gap,” 
Mainz said. 

The women have a wide open race for 
spots in the lower half of the lineup. Vestavia 
Hills native Melissa Minor, who played in the 
number five position last year, and Mountain 
Brook’s Natalie McElveen, both juniors, are 
the most experienced players in the group. 

Minor was 6-4 in the fall after a 7-15 dual 
match record last season. Minor pulled off 
two amazing three-set match-clinching victo- 
ries in 2004, coming through in the clutch to 
deliver 4-3 Bama wins against both Louisville 
and Michigan. 

McElveen has been hampered by injury 
throughout much of her career. Shoulder 
surgery last season prohibited her from play- 
ing in the spring. McElveen returned to the 
court with a 4-3 record in the fall. 

Mari Muller and Sonja Nikolic earned play- 
ing time as freshmen a year ago, and they 
will battle for spots again as sophomores. 
Muller, from Rio Negro, Argentina, was 6-7 
in the fall and 10-8 in dual matches a year 
ago. Nikolic, from Garmisch, Germany, had 
an impressive 9-6 record in the fall after lim- 
ited playing time in dual matches last year 
due to injury. 

Mainz added one mid-year enrollee, 
Andrea Brenes from Costa Rica. Mainz gen- 
erally has not added mid-year players. 

“Andrea had tons of experience with interna- 
tional play and tons of match play,” Mainz said. 

Mainz said. “It’s nice to have depth. It’s 
nice to have a bench.” 

Mainz also has a new assistant coach, 
Alison Ojeda. Ojeda played at Tennessee 
from 1999 through 2002 and has spent the 
last two seasons as an assistant coach at 
Texas AGM, where she was named regional 
assistant coach of the year. 
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Where Are They Now? 


Al Bell Keeps A Hand In Football 


by Erik Stinnett 


Outstanding wide receiver 
was big play man for Tide 
when Shula quarterbacked 


the Packers’ Antonio Chatman, the 

Browns’ Dennis Northcutt, the Rams’ 
Brandon Manumaleuna, or the Bengals’ T.J. 
Houshmandzadeh catches a touchdown pass 
or makes some spectacular reception, former 
Alabama star receiver Albert Bell has to 
smile. 

No, Bell isn’t a fantasy football junkie. He's 
a sales manager for the Los Angeles-based 
Phenom Factory, which manufactures and 
sells “Hit Proof’ compression suits for foot- 
ball players, particularly skill-position play- 
ers. The aforementioned NFL players are 
some of the company’s high-profile clients. 

“This is going to dominate the market very 
soon,” Bell said of the protective, light- 
weight, state-of-the-art suits. 

Unlike the heavy, bulky underpads worn 
by most football players through the years, 
Phenom Factory’s compression suit, made of 
lightweight microfiber and weighing just one 
pound-eight ounces, contours to the shape 
of the body from the neck to the knee. The 
suit includes built-in pads made of High 
Density Polyethylene that have been strategi- 
cally placed to protect the areas of the body 
most susceptible to direct impact. 

What Phenom Factory wants to do is make 
these suits available not just to pro football 
players but youth football players as well. 

“We want to protect our youth playing 
football and give them the same outfits the 
NFL teams are wearing,” said Bell, who has 
been with the company since its inception. 
“Our marketing started with the NFL and 
since then it’s trickled down to the high 
schools and Pop Warner football.” 

Bell, perhaps best known for catching Mike 
Shula’s last-minute winning touchdown pass 
against Georgia in 1985, would have loved to 
have this type gear when he played. 

“What the schools issued, that’s all we 
knew,” he said. “We didn’t know what we 
were missing because it didn’t exist then. We 
played with what we had to play with. Today, 
the game is more about mobility and speed, 
and that’s what this equipment allows for, 
while also providing maximum protection.” 

Bell’s job at the company is to attract and 
set up new accounts. 

“I enjoy my work,” he said. “I'm a people 
person, and it’s great to be around the game 
again.” 


Fe: time the Bengals’ Chad Johnson, 
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ball in 1988 after playing one season 

with the Cleveland Browns and one 
with the Green Bay Packers. While it wasn't a 
lengthy NFL career, it was a career Bell is 
nonetheless grateful to have had. 

“My NFL experience was a remarkable 
thing, a dream come true,” he said. “The bot- 
tom line is that nothing is forever. It’s true 
what they say about the NFL standing for 
‘Not For Long.” You give it all you've got 
while you're there, and when you come out 
of it you can hold your head high. I came out 
satisfied. I'm a complete person. Football 
didn’t make Al Bell, and leaving it didn’t kill 
Al Bell, either.” 

After retiring as a Packer, Bell returned to 
his hometown of Los Angeles and went into 
real estate, working as a loan officer for four 
years. After that, he spent five years with 
United Parcel before accepting a manage- 
ment position with Chevron. Then came the 
Phenom Factory opportunity. He plans on 
finishing his career with the company. 

“Being involved in this industry is a no- 
brainer,” he said. “This is a lasting product, 
and it’s got years to go.” 

Bell's other full-time job is being a father. 
He has an eight-year-old son, Christopher, 
who lives with him in Los Angeles, and an- 
other son, Albert Bell, Jr., who lives in 
Coffeyville, Kansas. In addition to his regular 
fatherly duties, Bell also stays busy coaching 
youth basketball and football-activities 
which, he said, help keep him in shape. 

“1 think I could still put my cleats on and 
run with some of the best,” he said. 

In a couple of months it will be dress 
shoes-not cleats—Bell will be slipping into. 
He plans to marry Retha Valentine, a Baton 
Rouge, La., native, in April. The couple met 
before Bell joined Phenom Factory. 


Ithough Bell admits he hasn’t been 

able to follow Alabama football as 

closely as many former Tide players, 
he hasn't forgotten the life-changing, two- 
year experience he enjoyed in Tuscaloosa in 
1985 and 1986. 

“To be a part of Alabama football and have 
Mike Shula as my quarterback was a dream 
come true,” he said. “I remember seeing 
Mike Shula and thinking, ‘Wow, that’s Don 
Shula’s son.’ But once we got on the field, he 
became simply Mike Shula my friend.” 

From what he saw in Shula back in the 
mid-1980s, Bell said he’s not the least bit sur- 
prised his former teammate is now the 
Crimson Tide's head coach. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that Mike is 
the right guy for that position,” said Bell, 
who still keeps in touch with Shula. “He's a 
class act guy on and off the field, he knows 
the game, and his brain works nonstop. If 
there is something he doesn’t know, he will 
learn it. Even back when we played together, 


Be 40, retired from professional foot- 
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he was a player and a coach at the same 
time.” 

The ‘dynamic duo, as some referred to 
Shula and Bell, carved up defenses for two 
years, and it all started with that season- 
opener against the Bulldogs in 1985. 

“Being new on the scene, a lot of people 
were saying, ‘Who is this Al Bell?” recalled 
Bell, reflecting back on that Labor Day con- 
test. “I think Mike and I hooked up six or 
seven times that game for two touchdowns, 
including the game-winning touchdown.” 

The decisive score, a 17-yard hookup, 
came with less than a minute to play. 

“My thing on that play was that 1 wanted 
the ball,” Bell said. “I was just glad Coach 
(Ray) Perkins believed in me enough to call 
the play. It turned out to be the right play 
call, and we made it happen.” 

Bell also was instrumental in Alabama’s un- 
forgettable 25-23 win over Auburn later that 
season. The play he’s probably most remem- 
bered for came in Alabama's famous last- 
minute drive, which culminated in Van 
Tiffin’s game-winning 52-yard field goal. 
Facing a fourth-and-four from its own 26, 
Bell took a reverse and sped 20 yards down 
the left sideline to keep hope alive. Earlier in 
the game, he caught two passes—one an 18- 
yarder and the other a 19-yarder-that led to 
Alabama's first touchdown, and his 38-yard 
catch late in the second quarter helped put 
the Tide in position for a field goal. 

“1 don’t know if anything can match up 
with that,” he said. “I tell people over here 
that California football is California football, 
but Alabama football is for real. The fans, the 
passion-it’s just remarkable.” 


ell finished the 1985 season with a 
Bemis 37 catches for 648 yards 

and eight touchdowns. He was named 
first-team All-SEC. His numbers dipped 
slightly in 1986 as he had 26 catches for 315 
yards and three touchdowns, but that was 
due primarily to the emergence of All- 
America running back Bobby Humphrey. Bell 
still earned second-team All-SEC. 

“His concentration level from a hand-eye 
coordination standpoint was one of his most 
outstanding qualities as a receiver,” said 
Perkins, himself a former Alabama star receiv- 
er. “He was precise in everything he did on 
the field. He was just an outstanding player.” 

Bell, Humphrey and Shula weren't the only 
all-star candidates suiting up for the 
Crimson Tide in 1986. Players like Cornelius 
Bennett, Derrick Thomas, Greg Richardson, 
Freddie Robinson, Bill Condon, Curt Jarvis, 
Wayne Davis, Chris Goode and Van Tiffin 
also stood out for Alabama at various times. 

“We had a lot of good players on that 
team,” Bell said. “We had some big-name 
guys who drew a lot of recognition, and we 
had some less publicized guys who played 
big. No matter who we played, the other 
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Al Bell was an All-Southeastern Conference receiver catching and running for big plays as quarterback 


Mike Shula’s favorite receiver. 


team knew they weren’t going to have an 
easy game against us. They knew they were 
going to have their hands full.” 

The Tide ran off seven straight victories to 
open the season, ascending to number two 
in the polls, before losing at home to Penn 
State. Alabama finished 10-3, including a 
convincing Sun Bowl win over Washington. 

“We didn’t make it to where we wanted,” 
Bell said of his senior season. “We all had 
Sugar Bowl hopes that year, but it was still a 

ood year.” 

Although Alabama had only two seasons to 
enjoy the immense talents of Al Bell, the 
standout pass-catcher left his mark on the 
program. 

“| remember Al Bell as being a great player 
for us and a great individual,” Perkins said. 
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University of Alabama Photo 


“I never knew him to say or do anything off 
color. He was just a great influence in the 
locker room, a true gentleman. He was a 
classy player and a classy person.” 


ow did a California kid end up in the 
He= South playing for the Crimson 

Tide? First of all, Bell didn’t take the 
direct route from California to Alabama. In 
1983 and 1984, Bell played for Coffeyville 
Junior College where he earned junior col- 
lege All-America honors. When it came time 
for him to transfer to a Division I school, Bell 
put in a lot of thought and research. 

“I did my homework, figuring out where I 
would fit in best and where I could play right 
away,” Bell said. “I was able to talk with 
Coach Perkins, and he was very upfront with 
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me. He told me, ‘I can’t promise you that 
you'll play or start, but you will get a fair 
shot. Your ability will put you where you 
need to be on this team.’ | couldn’t ask for 
anything more than that.” 

Make no mistake about it, Alabama, need- 
ing immediate help at the receiver spot fol- 
lowing the 1984 season, wanted Bell, too. 

“lL asked (assistant coach) Dave Rader to go 
out and recruit the junior colleges and sign 
the top two receivers in the country, and 
that’s exactly what he did,” Perkins said. 
“Darryl Thomas from Texas, ended up blow- 
ing out his knee, but Al Bell came in and was 
great for us. He was just what the doctor or- 
dered.” 

Bell’s interest in moving to Tuscaloosa 
wasn’t hurt either by the fact that his grand- 
mother, Willie Hollifield, lived in Birming- 
ham. Still, it wasn’t easy to turn down offers 
from West Coast schools like Southern Cal 
and Oregon and head further east and fur- 
ther away from home. At the same time, 
though, he admitted he was ready to get 
away from the big city lifestyle and experi- 
ence something new. 

“It really wasn’t too much of an adjustment 
for me,” he said. “It’s probably easier to go 
from city life to a slower-paced life than to 
do the reverse. I just did what the other play- 
ers did. We went to school and we played 
football.” 

Perkins said Bell fit in perfectly at 
Alabama. 

“If you spent any time with him at all, you 
wouldn't know he was from a whole different 
part of the country,” Perkins said. 

For Bell, football wasn’t something he did 
just because he could or because others told 
him he had the talent for it. He played be- 
cause he had a passion for the game, which 
is one reason he believes he enjoyed the suc- 
cess he did. 

“1 had a drive to be a good player,” he said. 
“I truly loved the game, and when I stepped 
out on that field, I had an attitude that there 
wasn't a person out there who could stop Al 
Bell but Al Bell. That’s what | rehearsed in 
my mind before every game. It wasn’t a 
cocky attitude, just an air of confidence. 
Once you start thinking that way, you start to 
believe it.” 

Bell didn’t just become a better player at 
Alabama; he became a better person, too, re- 
alizing that the secrets to success on a foot- 
ball field transferred very well to life outside 
of football. 

“One of the life lessons I learned at 
Alabama is that achievement is one of the 
greatest things you can take with you,” he 
said. “You just have to give it your all, refuse 
to quit, dedicate yourself and work hard. You 
also have to be a leader and not a follower.” 

Bell followed that blueprint at Alabama. 
Considering his budding business career and 
growing family, it appears he’s still following 
it today. 

“It doesn’t surprise me that he’s enjoyed the 
success in life he has,” Perkins said. “I'd be 
surprised if he wasn’t a success in everything 
he does.” 
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Surprise 

There are probably more surprises—usually 
upsets—in college basketball than in any 
other sport. And it may be that the biggest 
surprise of this basketball season will be 
Alabama's 98-49 win over Mississippi State 
in Coleman Coliseum January 18. Although 
it might not be an upset for Alabama to have 
won since the teams were ranked close to- 
gether (State 17th, Alabama 22nd) and had 
similar records (State 15-3 overall and 3-1 in 
Southeastern Conference games going into 
the contest, Bama 13-3 and 2-1). But it is be- 
cause of State’s record and ranking that the 
rout was such a surprise. 

To be sure, the Bulldogs were not at full 
strength with Winsome Frazier out. Still, the 
Tide-which scored 49 points in each half 
while giving up a total of 49 to State—played 
what was likely its best game in years. 
Mississippi State hit only three of 20 field 
goal attempts in the first half. The Bulldogs 
did not make a three-point shot in 11 tries. 
Earnest Shelton had a career best 34 points 
to pace Bama. 

It was the 12th biggest rout in Alabama 
history and the second biggest in SEC com- 
petition. In 1947 Alabama defeated Ole 
Miss, 83-30. (To put that in perspective, that 
was 10 years further back than Auburn's na- 
tional championship in football.) 

It was Mississippi State's worst loss since a 
61-point drubbing at the hands of Arkansas 
in 1993. 


Grayshirts Stayed Home 

Alabama does not take any chances with 
NCAA rules. As a result, Bama’s Compli- 
ance Director Chris King admitted the Tide 
made a mistake in not allowing three mid- 
year enrollees to travel with the football 
team to Nashville for the Music City Bowl. 
“Grayshirts” John Parker Wilson and Drew 
Davis, along with transfer Lionel Mitchell, 


SCORECARD 


practiced with the Tide in Tuscaloosa fol- 
lowing the completion of final examina- 
tions. But miscommunication with the SEC 
regarding NCAA rules resulted in the three 
not making the bowl trip. 

“There was a miscommunication of the 
rule on our part, which led to the belief that 
we were in accordance with NCAA rules,” 
King said in a statement. “The misinterpre- 
tation of the legislation did not result in a 
NCAA or SEC violation, but resulted in our 
incoming mid-year enrollees not taking part 
in team practices at the bowl site.” 

The mistake came to light after Alabama 
officials noted that Tennessee took two mid- 
year enrollees to Dallas to participate in 
practices leading up to the Cotton Bowl. 
Alabama officials initially believed that 
Tennessee was in violation of NCAA rules. 

“The athletic department is especially cau- 
tious with compliance issues and communi- 
cates daily with the SEC office and our 
coaching staffs in a diligent effort to remain 
NCAA and SEC compliant,” King said in his 
statement. 


King Is Candidate 

Alabama Compliance Director Chris King 
is a finalist for the position of athletics direc- 
tor at the University of Texas-Pan American 
in Edinburg, Texas. The announcement was 
scheduled to be made January 28. 

King, 32, has made no secret of his goal to 
be an athletics director. King’s expertise is in 
NCAA compliance, where he has been a key 
member of the staffs at Central Florida, 
Liberty, and Campbell, in addition to 
Alabama. 


Baseball Additions 

The Alabama baseball team of Coach Jim 
Wells has added two mid-year transfers, 
both pitchers, from junior colleges. 

lan Moore, 6-2, 180, comes to Bama from 


John A. Logan College in Carterville, 
Illinois, while Patrick Kelly, 6-4, 195, came 
from Shelton State in Tuscaloosa. 

Moore helped his team to conference and 
region championships. In 15 games he post- 
ed a 4-3 record and 7.33 earned run average 
in 70 innings of work. He struck out 82. 
He’s a graduate of Reidland High School in 
Benton, Kentucky, where he was his team’s 
MVP with a 1.76 ERA in 73 innings as a se- 
nior. Last summer he pitched for the 
Wichita Twins of the Walter Johnson 
Summer League, where he had a 1.50 ERA. 

Kelly pitched for the Shelton State 
Buccaneers in 2003 and 2004 under former 
Alabama standout and former Major 
Leaguer Bobby Sprowl. He went 12-3 and 
made All-North Division. He helped lead the 
Bucs to the quarterfinals in the State 
Tournament in both of his seasons. 

Kelly was a standout athlete in football, 
basketball, and baseball for Dothan’s Hous- 
ton Academy. He was all-state and Super 12 
in baseball as a senior. 


Baseball Subtractions 

Junior outfielder Scott Mitchell and junior 
pitcher Tyler Meigs did not return to the 
Alabama baseball team after the Christmas 
break. 


More Additions 

Alabama Volleyball Coach Judy Green was 
able to announce five new Crimson Tide 
players for 2005, even though she signed 
just three scholarshipped players. The new 
signees are Lindsey Buteyn, Brooks Webster 
and Sarah Snider. They will be joining a 
Bama program that has posted six consecu- 
tive winning seasons including a 21-9, SEC 
Western Division co-championship finish 
last fall. 

Buteyn, a 6-1 middle blocker from 
Waupun (Wisconsin) High School was a 
two-year letter-winner and fourth-team all- 
state selection and two-time all-conference 


2005 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


selection, Buteyn helped her team to a state 
championship. A member of Club Breakout, 
she participated in three Junior Olympic 
Championships, including a ninth place na- 
tional finish in 2003. Buteyn is also a letter- 
winning member of the Waupun basketball 
squad and a Division 2 sectional qualifier in 
the 200-, 400- and 800-meter dashes for the 
track team. 

Webster, a 6-0 middle blocker from 
Baltimore, Maryland, lettered at the Institute 
of Notre Dame. The school career leader in 
kills and blocks, she was chosen all-metro 
and the Baltimore Sun Player of the Year as a 
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Series Record 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 33-6-2 
Alabama leads, 10-2-0 
Alabama leads, 9-6-0 
Alabama leads, 19-12-0 
Alabama leads, 41-9-2 
Alabama leads, 43-37-7 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 71-15-3 
Alabama leads, 43-20-5 
Alabama leads, 38-30-1 
Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 


Opponent Site 
Middle Tennessee Tuscaloosa 
Southern Miss Tuscaloosa 
South Carolina Columbia 
Arkansas Tuscaloosa 
Florida Tuscaloosa 
Mississippi Oxford 
Tennessee Tuscaloosa 
Utah State Tuscaloosa 
Mississippi State Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 


Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 

Nov. 5 
Nov.12 LSU 


Auburn 
SEC Championship Game 


Nov. 19 
Dec. 3 
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senior. Webster averaged 5.5 kills per game, 
2.42 blocks per game and posted a .502 hit- 
ting percentage in guiding her team to a 20-0 
record. She is a member of the Wild Blue 
Attack club team and is also a letter-winning 
performer on Notre Dame's basketball squad. 

Snider, a 5-11 outside hitter from Oswego 
(Illinois) High was a four-year letter-winner. 
A three-time all-conference and all-tourna- 
ment honoree, she was second-team all-state 
as a senior. She helped lead Club Fusion, to a 
ninth place Junior Nationals finish last year. 
She is also a two-year letter-winner in basket- 
ball. 

Additionally, two women have announced 
they will walk on with Bama next year. They 
are Amy Pauly, a 5-4 defensive specialist-set- 
ter from Hinsdale South High in Burr Ridge, 
Illinois, and Christie McKee, a 5-9 outside 
hitter from Catholic High in Huntsville. 

Pauly was a three-year letter-winner and 
two-time all-conference player, is a three-year 
letter-winner in basketball, and all-state in 
badminton. 

McKee was a four-year letterwinner and 
four-time Huntsville Times All-Metro. She 
also excels off the court as a member of the 
National Honor Society. 


Soccer Captains 

Seniors Allison DeLisle and Cally Morrill 
and junior Emily Pitek are team captains for 
the 2005 Alabama soccer season. The trio 
combined for 13 points in 2004 while guid- 
ing Alabama to its first post-season berth 
since 1998. Head Coach Don Staley said he 
feels their leadership abilities on and off the 
field exemplify the work ethic that he expects 
from his team. 

DeLisle started 15 of the Tide’s 21 games in 
2004 and scored three goals, two assists and 
had eight points. She was a staple for 
Alabama at midfield totaling more than 1,500 
minutes on the season, fifth on the team. She 
was also named to the 2004 Academic All- 
District Team. 

Morrill started all 21 games in 2004 and has 
started 56 games in her Bama career. She was 
second on the team in minutes played at 1,692 
and led the team in shots-on-goal with 17. 

Pitek will be the youngest of the three cap- 
tains. The junior defender started 18 games 
in 2004, but her brightest moment came 
when she scored her first career goal off a 
penalty kick to defeat Ole Miss in overtime. 

Alabama will kick-off its spring schedule 
on February 25 in Germantown, Tennessee, 
and will play through April 24 when the 
spring season culminates at the Orange Beach 
Soccer Classic against UAB. 


Two Tiders Ranked Number One 


Midway through January, two Alabama 
swimmers had the fastest times in the nation. 
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For the men, sophomore Vlad Polyakov is the 
nation’s top 100- and 200-meter breaststro- 
ker, while for the women senior Anne 
Poleska is the nation’s fastest in the 200 
breaststroke. Polyakov was the NCAA run- 
ner-up in the 200 breaststroke as a rookie 
while Poleska was second at the NCAA 
Championships as a junior. 


Oh What A Night 

Each year, Alabama Softball Coach Patrick 
Murphy designates a game in which a senior 
player is honored. This year’s seniors and 
their days (or nights) are: 

February 5 Emily Currie, February 6 Deasy 
Phillips, February 19 Ashley Courtney, March 
19 Jennifer Wright, March 22 Capper Reed, 
April 2 Leah White, April 9 Jackie Wilkins. 


Kretschman Selected 

Former Alabama softball star Kelly 
Kretschman has been named to the United 
States team that will play in the Pacific Rim 
Sports Summit in Seattle in June. She is one 
of 12 players from the gold medal-winning 
U.S. Olympic team selected for the interna- 
tional team. The players from the U.S. team 
for this event must go through another camp 
in mid-June to earn a spot on the 2005 
National Team or Elite Team. 


Good Start 

In the first two weeks of the gymnastics 
season, Alabama’s Ashley Miles was named 
SEC Gymnast of the Week. The junior All- 
America turned in the league’s top all-around 
score of 39.400 against ninth-ranked lowa 
State, helping then-16th ranked Tide upset 
the Cyclones. Miles also led the Tide to an 
SEC best 195.975 against lowa State, which 
helped the Tide jump to number four in the 
national rankings. Her 9.95 on the floor exer- 
cise and 9.925 on the vault against ISU were 
the best marks in the conference and fourth 
best in the nation. 


NCAA Tickets 

Tickets to the 2005 NCAA Gymnastics 
Championships, April 21-23, in Auburn, are 
on sale through the Auburn Ticket Office, 1- 
800-282-1957 or on the internet by going to 
www.auburntigers.com/2005NCAAGym/ 

Alabama has been to 22 consecutive NCAA 
Gymnastics Championships, better than all 
but one program in history. Last season, 
Alabama finished third and won three indi- 
vidual national titles. This year’s Crimson 
Tide squad features three-time NCAA 
Champion Ashley Miles, two-time Olympic 
silver medalist Terin Humphrey and four re- 
turning All-Americas. 

Alabama season tickets are available 
through the UA ticket office at (205) 348- 
BAMA or online at www.rolltide.com 
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Subscriptions 


A subscription to "BAMA, INSIDE 
THE CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way 
for Alabama fans to keep up 
with their favorite team. 

*BAMA includes 10 magazines 
and e-mail newsletters after all 
football games. 

While the emphasis is on foot- 
ball and football recruiting, ALL 
Alabama men’s and women’s 
sports are covered. 

And no one covers recruiting, 
before and after the signing 
dates, like ’BAMA. 

Use our convenient toll free 
telephone number to subscribe, 
re-new your subscription, or to 
give a gift to a Crimson Tide fan. 
Gift subscriptions include a card 
announcing your generosity. 

(Telephone orders VISA and 

.) 


card order to 1-205-345-1260 or 
mail your check for $35 per sub- 
scription (Alabama residents 
must include an additional $2 
for sales tax) to 

*BAMA 

P.O. Box 86 6104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 

UofA Opp. 

104 Stillman (Exh) 50 

89 Athletes in Action (Exh) 63 

97 Western Carolina 66 

85 North Texas 70 
Great Alaska Shootout @ Anchorage 

90 Alaska-Anchorage 55 

78 Minnesota 72 

76 Washington 79 

114 East Tennessee State 77 

102 @ NC-Charlotte (3 OT) 101 

72 @ Alabama State 54 

75 Temple 71 

87 Tennessee State 79 

76 Texas AS@M-Corpus Christi 54 

62 @ Wisconsin (ESPN2) 76 

68 New Orleans 57 

66 @ Vanderbilt 70 

73 LSU 58 

64 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 61 

98 Mississippi State (ESPN) 49 

66  @ Mississippi (J-P) 58 

Jan.26 @Auburn 7:00 

Jan.29 Georgia 7:00 

Feb. 5 @ Florida (J-P) 2:00 

Feb. 9 @ Tennessee (J-P) 7:00 

Feb. 12 Mississippi 6:00 

Feb. 16 Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 

Feb. 19 South Carolina (J-P) 2:00 

Feb. 22. @LSU (ESPN) 8:00 

Feb. 26 Kentucky (CBS) 12:30 

March 2 Auburn 7:00 

March 5 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 1:00 


March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Atlanta 

March 17- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 20 (Nashville, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Oklahoma City, Boise, Tucson, 
Worcester) 

March 25- NCAA Regionals 

March 27 (Syracuse, Austin, Chicago, 
Albuquerque) 

April 2 & NCAA Final Four 

April+ @St. Louis 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 15 


Event 
Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 


Jan. 22 East Tennessee Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
Jan. 28-29 Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Feb. 4-5 Meyo Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 11-12 Tyson Invitational 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Feb. 25-27 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Mar. 3-5 = Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Mar.5 Florida Last Chance 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 11-12 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent GST 
UofA Opp. 
93 EA Sports (Exh) 75 
81 Michigan 79 (OT) 
80 Middle Tennessee State 66 
@ Seattle Times Classic 
81 Columbia 45 
76 Washington 56 
59 @ Virginia Tech 72 
74 Alabama-Birmingham 55 
62 @ Tennessee Tech 59 
52 Kansas St @ Springfield, Mo. 71 
71 Alabama AGM 62 
Christmas Classic @ Bethlehem, Pa. 
59 Delaware 67 
78 Yale 60 
60 Florida International 54 
83 South Dakota State 86 
69 Kentucky 63 
77 @ Mississippi State 84 
51 @LSU 76 
75 South Carolina (Fox) 62 
59 @ Auburn 43 
Jan. 30 Mississippi State 2:00 
Feb. 3 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 6 Florida 2:00 
Feb. 10 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 13 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Feb. 17 Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 20 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Feb. 24 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Feb. 27 Tennessee 1:00 
March 3- SEC Tournament 


March 19- 
March 22 
March 26- 
March 29 
April 3- 
April 5 


Me 


Date 
171 


Jan. 29 
Feb. 11-13 


Feb. 16-19 
Mar. 5 
Mar. 11-13 


Mar. 24- 
Mar. 26 


@ Greenville, S.C. 

NCAA First and Second Rounds 
(Campus sites) 

NCAA Regionals 

(Chattanooga, Philadelphia, 
Kansas City, Tempe) 


Final Four 
@ Indianapolis 
5 : ‘ 

n’s Swimming 

Opponent CST 
@ LSU lll 
@ Delta State 36 
Louisiana-Monroe 51 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 
@ Kentucky 137 
Auburn 153 


Auburn Invitational 

U.S. Open @ San Antoino 

@ Georgia 130. 
Florida 132 
South Carolina TBA 


SEC Diving Championships 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Swim Championships 

@ Gainesville, Gla. 

Last Chance @ Athens All Day 


NCAA Zone Diving 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 
NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Minneapolis, Minn. 


All Day 
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2004-05 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Gymnastics 


Date 


Opponent CST 


Super Six Challenge @ Gainesville, Fla. 
1. Georgia 194.850, 2. Florida 194.45, 

3. Alabama 193.875, 4. Arizona 193.425, 
5. Penn State 193.0, 6. lowa 190.725 


195.975 
197.175 
Jan, 28 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25 
March 6 
March 18 
March 26 


April 9 
April 21- 
April 23 


lowa State 193.750 
LSU 197.050 
@ Florida TBA 
Auburn 7:30 
Kentucky 7:30 
@ Georgia TBA 
@ Arkansas TBA 
@ Stanford 4:00 
North Carolina 7:30 


SEC Championships 
@ Gwinnett, Ga. 
NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Championships 
@ Auburn 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Dec. 3-4 


Jan. 14-15 
Jan. 21-22 
Feb. 4-5 
Feb. 11-12 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25-27 
Mar. 3-5 


Mar. 11-12 


Track 


Event 

Clemson Opener 

@ Clemson, S.C. 
Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Nebraska Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 

Tyson Invitational 

@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Purple Tiger 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 
SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent 


80 


Feb. 16-19 


Feb. 26 
Mar. 11-13 


Mar. 17- 
Mar, 19 


CST 


@LSU 53 
Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 59 
@ Delta State 22 
Louisiana-Monroe 19 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 5:00 
@ Kentucky 132 
Auburn 140 
Auburn Invitational 


U.S. Open @ San Antoino 


@ Georgia 131 
Florida 131 
South Carolina TBA 


SEC Diving Championships 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Swim Championships 

@ Gainesville, Gla. 

Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 

NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Lafayette, Ind. 
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Date 
Feb 10 
Feb 11 
Feb 12 
Feb 13 
Feb 18 
Feb 19 
Feb 20 
Feb 23 
Feb 25 
Feb 26 
Feb 27 

Mar 3 
Mar 4 
Mar 5 
Mar 6 
Mar 9 
Mar 11 
Mar 12 
Mar 13 
Mar 16 
Mar 18 
Mar 19 
Mar 20 
Mar 23 
Mar 25 
Mar 26 
Mar 27 
Mar 29 
April 1 
April 2 
April 3 
April 6 
April 8 
April 9 
April 10 
April 12 
April 15 
April 16 
April 17 
April 20 
April 22 
April 23 
April 24 
April 27 
April 29 
April 30 
May 1 
May + 
May 6 
May 7 
May 8 
May 13 
May 14 
May 15 
May 20 
May 21 
May 22 
May 25- 
May 29 
June 3- 
June 6 
June 10- 
June 13 
June 17- 
June 27 
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Baseball 
Opponent 

@ Hawaii 

@ Hawaii 

@ Hawaii 

@ Hawaii 
NC-Asheville 
NC-Asheville 
NC-Asheville 
@ Alabama-B’ham 
Duquesne 
Duquesne 
Duquesne 
Samford 
McNeese State 
McNeese State 
McNeese State 
B’ham-Southern 
Miami (Ohio) 
Miami (Ohio) 
Miami (Ohio) 
Butler 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 
Jacksonville St 
@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Southern Miss 
LSU 

LSU 

LSU 

SE Louisiana 

@ Mississippi 
@ Mississippi 
@ Mississippi 
Memphis 

@ Florida 

@ Florida (Fox) 
@ Florida 

Miss Valley State 
South Carolina 
So Carolina (Fox) 
South Carolina 
South Alabama 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Alabama-Bham 
@ Miss State 

@ Miss State 

@ Miss State 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

SEC Tournament 


6:30 
6:30 
3:00 
2:00 
6:30 
6:30 
4:00 
2:00 
6:30 
6:00 
2:00 
1:30 
6:30 
4:00 


11:00 


7:00 
4:00 
1:00 


(Hoover, Alabama) TBA 


NCAA Regional 
(Campus Sites) 


TBA 


NCAA Super Regional 


(Campus Sites) 


TBA 


College World Series 


Omaha, Nebraska 


TBA 


Softball 
Date Opponent Gr 
Bama Bash 
Feb 4 Alabama-Bham 4:00 
Feb 4 Evansville 6:00 
Feb 5 Georgia Southern 1:00 
Feb5 TBA 3:30 
Feb6 TBA TBA 
Feb 9 Northwestern State 5:00 
Houston Invitational 
Feb. 11 Oklahoma Noon 
Feb 11 Houston 4:00 
Feb 12 Sam Houston St = 3:00 
Feb 12 Houston 5:00 
Feb 13. Sam Houston St 11:00 
Crimson Classic 
Feb 18 Maryland 4:00 
Feb 18 Penn State 5:30 
Feb 19 Missouri 1:30 
Feb 19 TBA 4:00 
Feb 20 TBA TBA 
Feb 24 @ Troy 6:00 
Leadoff Classic @ Columbus, Ga. 
Feb 25. Oregon 5:00 
Feb 25. Florida Aulantic 7:30 
Feb 26 Creighton 10:00 
Hawaii Wahine Classic 

Mar 3 Delaware State 2:00 
Mar + Portland State 9:00 
Mar4 Mount St. Mary's 1:00 
Mar5 California 3:00 
Mar 5 Hawaii 5:00 
Mar6 TBA TBA 
Mar 12 @ Tennessee (2) —-1:00 
Mar 13 @ Tennessee 1:00 
Mar 15 MTSU (2) 5:00 
Mar 17 Samford 7:00 
Mar 19 Kentucky (2) Noon 
Mar 20 Kentucky 1:30 
Mar 22 Auburn (2) 5:00 
Mar 23 Auburn 4:00 
Mar 25 @LSU 5:00 
Mar 26 @LSU (2) 2:00 
Mar 29 @ Florida (2) 5:00 
Mar 30 @ Florida 2:00 
April 2 Mississippi (2) 5:00 
April 3 Mississippi 1:30 

April5 Belmont 
@ Huntsville 6:30 
April9 Mississippi St (2) 1:00 
April 10 Mississippi State — 1:30 
April 13. Bham-Southern —_7:00 
April 16 @ So Carolina (2) 1:00 
April 17 @ South Carolina 1:00 


April 26 
April 30 

May | 

May 6 

May 7 

May 8 
May 12- 
May 15 
May 20- 
May 22 
May 27- 
May 28 
June 2- 
June 8 


@ Bham-Southern 7:00 
@ Georgia (2) 1:00 
@ Georgia 1:00 
Arkansas 6:30 
Arkansas (2) 1:00 
@ Lipscomb 2:00 
SEC Tournament TBA 
@ Gainesville 

NCAA Regional TBA 
(Campus Sites) 

Super Regionals TBA 


(Campus Sites) 
College World SeriesTBA 
@ Oklahoma City, Okla. 


2005 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp 
Jan 28 Bham-Southern — 1:00 
Jan 28 Central Florida 6:00 
Jan 30 Furman 10:00 
Jan 30 Troy 3:00 
Feb 5 @ Rice 1:00 
Feb 11 @ Virginia 5:30 
Feb 13 @ William & Mary 9:00 
Feb 19 @ Michigan 5:00 
Feb 27 Ohio State Noon 
Mar + Georgia 3:00 
Mar 6 @ Tennessee 1:00 
Mar 11 Mississippi 3:00 
Mar 13 Mississippi State 1:00 
Mar 18 North Carolina 4:00 
Mar 23 Southern Miss 5:00 
Mar 25 South Carolina 4:00 
Mar 27 Florida 1:00 
April 1 @ Vanderbilt 5:00 
April 3 @ Kentucky Noon 
April 8 @ Arkansas 1:30 
April 10 @ LSU 1:00 
April 13 Samford 1:00 
April 13 Alabama-B’ham 6:00 
Apr 16 @ Auburn 5:00 
Apr 21- SEC Championships 
Apr 24 @ Athens 
May 13- NCAA Regional 
May 15 @ TBA 
May 20- NCAA Championships 
June 2 @ College Station, Texas 
Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
Mar 17- Alabama Relays 
Mar 20 @ Tuscaloosa 
Mar 25- @ Stanford Open 
Mar 26 
April9 @ Clemson Invitational 
April 16 Sun Angel @ Tempe 
April 23 @ Mississippi Open 
April 28- Drake Relays 
April 30 @ Des Moines 
May 7 Jesse Owens Classic 
* @ Columbus, Ohio 
May 12- SEC Championships 
May 15 @ Nashville 
May 27- NCAA Regional 
May 28 @ Bloomington, Ind. 
June 8- NCAA Championships 
June 11 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
Women's 
Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
Mar 17- Alabama Relays 
Mar 20 @ Tuscaloosa 


April9 @ Mississippi Invitational 


April 13- 
April 14 
April 23 
April 28- 
April 30 
May 12- 
May 15 
May 27- 
May 28 
June 8- 
June 11 
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Sea Ray Relays 

@ Knoxville 

@ LSU Alumni Gold 
Drake Relays 

@ Des Moines 

SEC Championships 
@ Nashville 

NCAA Regional 

@ Bloomington, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Sacramento, Calif. 


Women’s Tennis 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp 
6 Denver 6 
Jan 29 @ Michigan 10:00 
Jan 30 @ West Michigan 9:00 
Feb 12 @ Florida State 11:00 
Feb 16 @Georgia Tech —1:00 


Feb 20 Rice 11:00 
Feb 25 Miami 4:00 
Feb 26 Murray State 1:00 
Mar 4 @ Georgia 2:00 
Mar 6 Tennessee 1:00 
Mar 11 @ Mississippi 4:00 


Mar 13 @ Mississippi State 1:00 
Mar 19 Harvard 10:00 
Mar 25 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Mar 27 @ Florida Noon 
April 1 Vanderbilt 4:00 
April 3. Kentucky Noon 


April 8 Arkansas 4:00 
April 10 LSU 1:00 
April 13 South Alabama 3:00 
April 16 Auburn 4:00 


April 21- SEC Championships 
April 24 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 13- NCAA Regional 
May 15 @ TBA 
May 19- NCAA Championships 
May 28 @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 

Feb 20- Miami Invitational 
Feb 22 @ Don Shula Resort 
Mar 12- Lady Gamecock 
Mar 14 @ Blythewood, SC 
Mar 18- LSU Invitational 
Mar 20 @ Baton Rouge 
Mar 25- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar 27 @ Athens, Ga. 
Apr 15- SEC Championships 
Apr 17 @ Tunica, Miss. 

May 5- NCAA Regional 
May 7 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
May 18- NCAA Championships 
May 21 @ Corvallis, Oregon 


Men's Golf 


Event 

Mercedes Benz 

@ Jacksonville, Fla. 
Puerto Rico Classic 

@ San Juan 

Conrad Rehling Invite 
@ OF Colony Club 
Hootie at Bulls Bay 

@ Charleston, S.C. 
Augusta State Invite 
@ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr 15 SEC Championships 
Apr 17 @ Sea Island, Ga. 

May 19- NCAA Regional 

May 21 @Sea Island, Ga. 

May 31- NCAA Championships 
June 3. @ Owings Mill, Md. 


Date 
Feb 20- 
Feb 21 
Feb 27- 
Mar 1 
Mar 11- 
Mar 13 
Mar 27- 
Mar 29 
Apr 2- 
Apr 3 


29 


2005 Barna 
Golf Outlook 


Continued from Page 21 


from a degenerative back condition as well 
as recurring kidney stones. 

Sligh had back surgery in early fall and is 
still recovering. The hope is that surgery 
will enable her to play this spring, but it 
may be March before she is ready. 

Sligh has two tournament victories in her 
career along with nine individual finishes in 
the top 10. With five golfers playing in a 
tournament and the best four counting to- 
wards the team’s score, losing a top player is 
difficult to overcome. 

With Sligh’s absence the Tide had a disap- 
pointing fall, Palmer said. But she is de- 
pending on the competent leadership and 
ability of senior Megan George, who had a 
strong finish last year and good fall, leading 
Alabama with a 76.82 fall stroke average and 
one tournament win, the Ann Rhoads 
Intercollegiate hosted by Alabama. 

“She's there early and leaves late,” Palmer 
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LAGOON PARK 
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said of George's practice routine. “She can’t 
get enough practice and that has really bene- 
fited her. She’s also a smart kid out there on 
the golf course.” 

Alabama also brought in a transfer, Audrey 
Gale, a junior from UNC-Wilmington. Gale 
averaged a 77.45 in four tournaments in her 
first semester in Tuscaloosa. “I don’t know 
that we'll ever see Audrey going down and 
shooting sub-par,” Palmer said. “But what 
we love about her is that she will shoot a 
very consistent 74-77. She has worked real 
hard on her short game course manage- 
ment.” 

Junior Carina Sorenson will also be relied 
upon. From Norrahammar, Sweden, Soren- 
son played in three of Alabama's four fall 
tournaments with a 79.63 stroke average. 
Sorenson's best finish came as a sophomore 
when she came in third at North Carolina 
State Saguaro Classic. 

Citronelle native Amy Middleton will also 
compete for a spot in the lineup, Palmer 
said. “She's a very solid player, too. The ball 
never gets really in trouble with her.” 

Bama has freshmen twins from Brisbane, 
Australia, Rebecca and Emily Sykes. Emily 
Sykes had a best round of 74 in the fall, 
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E> 6,113 yard, par 12 championship course 
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and $32 Friday-Sunday 
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E> Lagoon Park Grill with Catering Available 
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(334) 240-4050 


Weekdays 7am to dark 
Weekends 6:30am to dark 


Visit our website: http://parks.ci.montgomery.al.us/golf/ 
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A facility of the City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Department 


while Rebecca carded a 75 in her best outing 
while adjusting to life abroad. 

Palmer said, “Players from another coun- 
try need a semester to get settled in and es- 
tablished. They’re just getting settled so 
their golf is going to be better. We want to 
have six or seven kids battling and that’s 
what we've got with this group,” Palmer 
said. 

She added that female athletes want to do 
well, but noted they have a competition 
problem. “They have to learn that its okay 
to beat each other,” Palmer said. 

Palmer's squad qualified for NCAA region- 
al play a year ago, but fell just short of quali- 
fying for nationals. The prospects of making 
nationals in 2005 depend in large part on 
having a healthy Darby Sligh. 

“Every year we want to go to regionals and 
qualify for nationals,” she said. “In the past 
couple of years we've had poor perfor- 
mances at the SEC Championships and 
that’s something we'd like to correct. We've 
had good talented kids but for whatever rea- 
son we have not performed well at the con- 
ference championships. A 300 or sub 300 
round (four scores combined) is what it’s 
going to take.” 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY, 2005 


MAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


“RGD ao 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month “BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Senop On Crimson Tide Football, Not Just The Headlines. — | 


story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


also get the story behind the 


Prease Seno Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $. 


CiPayment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
‘BAMA Magazine 


C) Mastercard PO. Box 806104 
O)Visa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Bank Card# Exp. Date 


Signature 


Please Print 


e 


a ay) 


New Subscription_ Renewal 


If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 


(Address) $$ 


(City) 


for subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


football season, either. Kee 
up with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. Great 
gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


Sel Ae ol ‘he a 


tat) Poe gn 
ae oe Tey 


ae TIME-LIMITED E DITION ORIGINAL CANVAS REPLICA 
= uy All ‘on 1 the Line, by Artist Daniel Al Moor captures bonus, former quarterback Steadman Shealy will 
Steadman Shealy’s. ‘game-winning, x eight-yard- touch: -personallly. hand-sign each canvas—greatly, enhaneing : 

ddan -scamper over archrival Aubum i in the 1979 Iron ~ the collectibility of tis, eases x 35" fe ike 
oe Speak ‘In. commemoration of, its 25th Anniversary, this ‘Canvas Replica, pS f 
Bey football classi¢ i ‘is now being offered as a Time-Limited tae Order now to save on pra piiticeton pieee ie 


3 se soe: ‘Canvas Re cas. - The & it ition n will be strictly ~ Regular Edition: $1250 through February 28, 2005, 
esta Mon. [by the number of canvases ordered b by February Artist's Proofs: $2000 through February 28, 2005 | e ? 
saa in, 8, 2005, 5, “Immediate action is advised Lobes _ Custom fr: framing (as shown above). add: $475. ae eee i 
: oe ifeime 0 of A50% ee tis dat the time ‘ Outside dimensions of frame : are 34° x 4 a er oa es 
vat yen ee cet ai" tn oe 2 Shae oe ae x a wet, Goiiegs tesserae. sy oe 
ORE Oe Y. aes Stewie eS te SSS 
ee by Datel pte nie ee sap me $00-859-08. 14 


: S ae of the. artist’ ’s- $ original pire? : BS: an added ees hace or, _ order online at ESS com os : 


iin: ae "New Life Art Inc. + 3600 Lamaridge Drive» Biri inghar im, AL 96216 + w www. v.newlfeart.com sa 
Pre Ar Sy cathe? tek OS aices ip ae TP op ate Ls Be ian ee SO a ity = 


